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ANDREW TAYLOR 
DAVID ESPO 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Deadline nearing, the def¬ 
icit-reduction talks in Con¬ 
gress sank toward gridlock 
Friday after supercommit¬ 
tee Democrats rejected a 
late Republican offer that 
included next-to-noth- 
ing in new tax revenue. 
Each side maneuvered 
to blame the other for a 
looming stalemate. The 
panel faces a deadline of 
next Wednesday, the day 
before Thanksgiving, and 
lawmakers on both sides 


stressed they were ready to 
meet through the weekend 
in a last-ditch search for 
compromise.But there was 
little indication after a day 
of closed-door meetings 
that a breakthrough was 
likely, both Democrats and 
Republicans emphasizing 
long-held political positions. 
“Where the divide is right 
now is over taxes, and 
whether the wealthiest 
Americans should shore in 
the sacrifices,” said Wash¬ 
ington Sen. Patty Murray, 
the Democratic co-choir of 
the panel. 


But Michael Steel, a spokes¬ 
man for House Speaker 
John Boehner, said Repub¬ 
licans hod offered “a bal¬ 
anced, bipartisan plan - 
the fact that it was rejected 
makes it clear that Wash¬ 
ington Democrats won’t 
cut a dime in government 
spending without job-killing 
tax hikes.” 

While prospects for a deal 
faded. House Democrats 
checked a Republican at¬ 
tempt to pass a balanced 
budget amendment to the 
Constitution. The vote was 
261-165, or 23 shy of the 


two-thirds majority required. 
GOP lawmakers voted 
overwhelmingly in favor, 
while Democrats gener¬ 
ally opposed it, sealing its 
doom. 

The vote on a noisy House 
floor contrasted to the se¬ 
cretive proceedings inside 
the supercommittee, a 
panel that projected op¬ 
timism when it began its 
quest for a deficit deal late 
lost summer but has yet to 
come to any significant 
compromise. 

Republicans disclosed dur¬ 
ing the day they had out¬ 


lined an offer on Thursday 
for about $543 billion in 
spending cuts — leaving 
Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security untouched 
— and $3 billion in higher 
tax revenue. 

Most if not all of the rec¬ 
ommended savings were 
items that Democrats have 
agreed to in earlier talks, 
but only, party officials said, 
on condition they part of a 
larger deal in which Repub¬ 
licans agreed to additional 
tax increases. 

Continued on Next Page 



















































Saturday, November 19, 2011 


;;|UP FRONT 




JM. yeti 


!!^ Asian Bistro 


Located at South Deach Centre | Palm Deach 55, Aruba | TgI: 586 388S | Faxi 586 8883 


LUNCH SPCCIALS stdrting at $9,95 


CARLY DIRD SPCCIALS storting at $14,95 :e.-7pn^ 


House SPECIALS start 


Deficit gridlock looms, 
“Supercommittee” deadlocked 


Officials restart 1981 
inquiry in actress’ death 



Actor Robert Wagner appears with actress Natalie Wood. Los 
Angeies sheritf's homicide detectives are taking another look at 
Wood’s 1981 drowning death based on new information, officiais 
announced Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011. A yacht captain said on 
nationai TV Friday, Nov. 18, 2011, that he iied to investigators 
about Nataiie Wood's mysterious death 30 years ago and biames 
the actress' husband at the time, Wagner, for her drowning in the 
ocean off Southern Caiifornia. 

(AP Photo, File) 


Continued from Fron Page 

Democrats have long 
demanded that Republi¬ 
cans agree to significant 
amounts of higher taxes on 
the wealthy as part of any 
deal, and they quickly re¬ 
jected the offer, according 
to officials in both parties. 

It was unclear where the 
talks would turn next, but 


the GOP proposal sug¬ 
gested the discussions had 
effectively moved into a 
range of savings far below 
the $1.2 trillion the commit¬ 
tee has been seeking. 

It also appeared Republi¬ 
cans were jettisoning a plan 
for $300 billion in higher tax 
revenue, an offer that had 
exposed internal GOP divi¬ 
sions when it was present¬ 
ed two weeks ago. It also 
has failed to generate mo¬ 
mentum for a compromise 
among Democrats. 

If the panel fails to reach 
agreement, $1.2 trillion in 
automatic spending cuts 
are to take effect begin¬ 
ning in 2013, a prospect 


that lawmakers in both par¬ 
ties say they want to avoid. 
That is particularly true 
among defense hawks, 
who argue that the Penta¬ 
gon cannot sustain the es¬ 
timated $500 billion in cuts 
that would be required on 
top of the $450 billion al¬ 
ready in the works. 

In a letter to Murray and 
Rep. Jeb Hensarling, R- 


Texas, the GOP chairman 
of the supercommittee, 
the head of the House 
Armed Services Gommit- 
tee warned of “immediate, 
dire and in some cases ir¬ 
revocable” damage to 
the nation’s military. “Our 
ability to respond to na¬ 
tional security crises or hu¬ 
manitarian disasters would 
be disrupted,” added Rep. 
Howard P. (Buck) McKeon, 
R-Calif. 

Republicans familiar with 
the GOP plan said it includ¬ 
ed $543 billion in spending 
cuts, fees and other non¬ 
tax revenue, as well as the 
$3 billion corporate jet pro¬ 
vision. □ 


MICHAEL CIEPLY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MONTEREY PARK, Calif. - 

The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department said 
on Friday that it had re¬ 
opened its investigation 
into the actress Natalie 
Wood’s death 30 years ago 
because of new informa¬ 
tion from multiple sources. 
“Recently, we received 
information which we felt 
was substantial enough” to 
reopen the case, Lt. John 
Gorina of the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment said at a Friday 
morning news conference 
here. 

Wood’s death, on Nov. 29, 

1981, in the water off Santa 
Catalina Island, has en¬ 
dured as a subject of Holly¬ 
wood fascination. She had 
been staying on the yacht 
Splendour, along with her 
husband, Robert Wag¬ 
ner, the actor Christopher 
Walken, and Dennis Dav- 
ern, the boat’s captain. 

Her death was ruled an 
accidental drowning, but 
spawned persistent specu¬ 
lation that was fed last year 
by a tell-all book, “Good¬ 
bye Natalie, Goodbye 
Splendour,” written by Dav- 
ern and a co-author, Marti 
Rulli. 

Gorina said that Wagner 
was not a suspect. 

In the book, the authors de¬ 
scribed fierce arguments 
among those on the boat. 
In a Friday morning ap¬ 
pearance on the “Today” 
show, Davern said that he 
had earlier lied to the au¬ 
thorities about what hap¬ 


pened on the Splendour, 
and had urged the sheriff 
to reopen the case. Davern 
said he had made “some 
terrible decisions and mis¬ 
takes” and asserted that 
Wagner did not do every¬ 
thing he could have to look 
for Wood after she disap¬ 
peared. 

The sudden attention coin¬ 
cides with the approach¬ 
ing 30-year anniversary 
of Wood’s death, and a 
planned re-examination of 
the case on the CBS true- 
crime show “48 Hours Mys¬ 
tery,” which on Saturday is 
scheduled to broadcast an 
episode based in part on 
an article in Vanity Fair in 
2000. 

The Los Angeles Times re¬ 
ported in its Friday editions 
that the case would be re¬ 
opened. 


At the news conference, 
Gorina repeatedly told sev¬ 
eral dozen members of the 
news media that Wood’s 
death had been ruled ac¬ 
cidental, and would still be 
considered so unless the re¬ 
newed investigation turned 
up contrary evidence. He 
declined to describe what 
information had led the 
sheriff’s department to re¬ 
open the case, or to say 
who had provided it. He 
said several people had 
come forward with addi¬ 
tional information. 

Gorina said investigators 
had not contacted Wag¬ 
ner about the renewed 
investigation, though, in 
response to a question, he 
said it would be standard 
procedure to tell Wagner, 
as Wood’s survivor, that the 
case was open again.Q 



Sen. Patrick Toomey, R-Pa., arrives for a meeting with bi-partisan 
members of the Joint Seiect Committee on Deficit Reduction, of¬ 
ten called the Supercommittee, on Capitoi Hiii in Washington, 
Friday, Nov. 18, 2011. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Appiewhite) 
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Report: Norway killer hunted for top politicians 



Unidentified victims and their iegal counsei wait in the court 
house in Oslo Monday Nov. 14, 2011 before the hearing for An¬ 
ders Behring Breivik. They are in a different room of the court to 
where Breivik will appear and will follow proceedings on a big 
screen. Breivik has admitted killing 77 people on July 22. 

(AP Photo/Scanpix, Heiko Junge) 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 

right-wing extremist who 
killed dozens ot teenagers 
in Norway told police he 
had originally planned to 
capture and execute lead¬ 
ing Labor Party politicians 
whom he viewed as traitors, 
a newspaper reported. 

The Norwegian VG tabloid, 
citing leaked police interro¬ 
gations with Anders Behring 
Breivik, reported Friday that 
Breivik’s aim was to kill for¬ 
mer Norwegian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Gro Harlem Brundtiand, 
Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr 
Stoere or Eskil Pedersen, 
head of the Labor Party's 
youth wing. 

But only Pedersen was pres¬ 
ent when the 32-year-old 
Norwegian arrived July 22 
at the Labor Party youth 
camp after setting off a 
bomb that killed eight peo¬ 
ple in Oslo. Pedersen sur¬ 
vived Breivik’s attack but 69 
other people were killed at 
the Utoya Island camp. 


The newspaper’s account 
paints a picture of a deter¬ 
mined killer who planned 
the attacks in minute de¬ 
tail and who became even 
more determined to carry 
out the massacre at Utoya 
once he realized that 
the Oslo building he had 
bombed didn’t collapse. 
VG said Breivik’s initial plan 
was to take one of the 
leading Labor Party officials 
hostage at Utoya and read 
a death sentence before 
carrying out an execution. 
He had prepared a speech 
for that, which he later re¬ 
cited to investigators, it 
said. 

Gahr Stoere had visited 
Utoya the day before, 
while Brundtiand had left 
the island just hours before 
Breivik arrived. 

VG executives declined 
to say how the paper ob¬ 
tained the interrogation 
details. Police, however, re¬ 
leased a statement calling 
it “unfortunate" that clas¬ 
sified documents from the 


investigation had leaked. 
It said the documents had 
been made available to 
police, defense lawyers 
and lawyers representing 
survivors and the families of 
victims. 

Police attorney Pal-Fredrik 
Hjort Kraby added “this is 
not information that to a 
large extent will harm the 
investigation" and said po¬ 
lice would investigate the 
leak. 

Spokesmen for Gahr Stoere 
and Pedersen declined to 
comment on the report. 
Brundtiand’s spokesman 
didn’t immediately return 
calls. Breivik, who surren¬ 
dered to a SWAT team on 
Utoya, has confessed to 
the attacks, but pleaded 
not guilty to terror charges, 
claiming he was in a state 
of war and therefore not 
criminally liable. At his first 
public court hearing Mon¬ 
day, he declared himself 
a military commander of 
a Norwegian resistance 
movement before the 


judge cut him off. 

In a 1,500-page document 
posted online before the 
attacks, Breivik laid out a 
blueprint for a national¬ 
ist revolution to overthrow 
governments he claims 
have let their countries 
down by allowing Muslim 


immigrants to settle in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Investigators believe Breivik 
plotted and carried out 
the attacks on his own and 
haven’t found any evi¬ 
dence supporting his claims 
of belonging to a militant 
network. □ 
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Crystal Cathedral sees risky future without church 



The Crystal Cathedral is seen in Garden Grove, Calif. A buyer 
is expected to be chosen for the sprawiing campus of Orange 
County's now-bankrupt Crystal Cathedral. A federal bankruptcy 
court judge could decide the fate of the ailing Crystal Cathedral 
in a hearing aimed at approving a buyer for the church’s sprawl¬ 
ing Orange County grounds. 

(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,File) 


AMY TAXIN 

Associated Press 

SANTA ANA, California (AP) 

— The sale of the Crystal 
Cathedral — an iconic 
Protestant megachurch 

— to the Catholic church 
could mark an end to the 
storied televangelist minis¬ 
try broadcast around the 
world that came crashing 
down in hard times. 

While the church’s spiritual 
leaders vow to carry on in a 
new location, the church's 
own financial expert says it 
is impossible to see the fu¬ 
ture once the congrega¬ 
tion loses its famed, glass- 
spired home. 

What began more than 
50 years ago as a weekly 
prayer service atop a drive- 
in movie theater snack bar 
in Orange County evolved 
into a televangelist empire 
broadcasting from the strik¬ 
ing sanctuary that became 
an icon of the Rev. Robert 
H. Schuller's ministry. 

The church raked in mil¬ 
lions in donations through 
its “Hour of Power” televi¬ 
sion program to pay for 
the elaborate building and 
40-acre grounds in Garden 
Grove filled with Biblical 
messages and statues. But 
it saw revenue plummet in 
2008, and despite massive 
budget cuts, sought bank¬ 
ruptcy protection last year. 


Now, congregants ques¬ 
tion the future of the church 
without the building they 
have come to love — and 
that has given the ministry 
its name. 

And many worry the “Hour 
of Power” broadcast — the 
source of 70 percent of 
the church's revenue — is 
doomed once the congre¬ 
gation moves to a new lo¬ 
cation that is unfamiliar to 
viewers and pales in com¬ 
parison to the glimmering 
church that lets worship¬ 
pers see the sky and sway¬ 
ing palm trees through its 
glass-paned walls. 

“People think the ministry 
isn't about a building. Usu¬ 
ally they're right. 

But that one represents 
Jesus Christ, positive think¬ 
ing, and if you believe in 
yourself and believe in the 
Lord there isn't anything 
you can't do,” Sherwood 
Oklejas, a congregant who 
opposed the diocese's bid, 
told a federal bankruptcy 
court judge at a hearing on 
the church's future. “If the 
ministry no longer has the 
Crystal Cathedral to oper¬ 
ate from, in my opinion, it 
will not last at all.” 

The Crystal Cathedral is sell¬ 
ing its property to help pay 
creditors more than $51 mil¬ 
lion and emerge from fed¬ 
eral bankruptcy protection. 


After weeks of intense bid¬ 
ding, a federal bankruptcy 
judge on Thursday night 
approved the church's sale 
to the Roman Catholic Dio¬ 


cese of Orange. The dio¬ 
cese plans to use the build¬ 
ing designed by renowned 
architect Philip Johnson as 
a long-sought countywide 


cathedral. 

Oklejas is one of many con¬ 
gregants who rallied for the 
church to accept a com¬ 
peting bid on the prop¬ 
erty from Orange County's 
Chapman University that 
would have paid up to $59 
million and let them con¬ 
tinue using the church — 
which they see as critical to 
their ability to survive. 

But the ministry's board of 
directors flip-flopped at 
the last minute and instead 
backed a $57.5 million offer 
from the diocese, arguing 
the sale will preserve the 
campus as a religious, not 
an educational, institution 
— as donors intended. 
Under the plan, the Crystal 
Cathedral will be able to 
lease the building for up to 
three years, but then must 
move to a new location, 
possibly a smaller Catholic 
church up the street that 
the diocese will vacate. 
Crystal Cathedral leaders 
insist the ministry founded 
by Schuller under the aus¬ 
pices of the Reformed 
Church in America will sur¬ 
vive even without the land¬ 
mark building, noting its 
educational programs and 
efforts to help the home¬ 
less will continue — just at a 
new location. 

“Crystal Cathedral church 
is not a building. □ 
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9,500 evacuated, 20 Reno homes lost In windy fire 


scon SONNER 
Associated Press 
RENO, Nevada (AP) — Po¬ 
lice in Reno went house to 
house in the middle of the 
night, 

pounding on doors and 
telling residents they had 
to evacuate as a roughly 
400-acre (162-hectare) 
blaze raged in rough ter¬ 
rain, destroyed homes 
and injured some people. 
About 9,500 people from 
the edge of fhe cify have 
been evacuated from 
the path of the massive 
wildfire, and the local fire 
chief said fhe blaze could 
rage through Saturday. 
Officials said 20 homes 
have been losf, 

several people have suf¬ 
fered smoke inhalafion 
and one person suffered 
a hearf aftack in the fire, 
which sfarfed abouf 12:30 
a.m. 

in the Coughlin Ranch 
area and glowed orange 
on the hillsides through 
the night. 

Firefighters don't know 
what caused it. 

“The whole mountain was 
on fire,” said Dick Hechf, 
a Mounfain Springs Road 


residenf who escaped 
with his wife first to a shop¬ 
ping center and later to 


The view out the windows 
of fheir house was “fhis 
big red glow out there,” 


Hecht said. “It was so 
smoky you couldn't hard¬ 
ly see.” 


A firefighter tries to keep back the flames, whipped by strong winds, in Reno, Nev. Friday, Nov. 
18, 2011. Nevada firefighters are battling a wind-whipped wildfire that has already burned several 
homes and caused several injuries. Reno Fire Chief Michael Hernandez sayfire crews are having a 
tough time “getting ahead of” the 400-acre blaze. He also says flames broke off into two areas in 
Caughlin Ranch. Hernandez says about a dozen homes have burned. 

(AP Photo/The Reno Gazette-Journal, Tim Dunn) 

Reno High School after 
waking to the smell of in¬ 
tense smoke about 1:30 
a.m. 



Not guilty plea entered 
in Hells Angel death 


scon SONNER 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nevada (AP) — A 

judge in a tightly guarded 
courtroom entered a not 
guilty plea Thursday on 
behalf of the 53-year-old 
man accused of killing the 
president of a California 
chapter of fhe Hells Angels 
during a Nevada casino 
shootouf in Sepfember. 
Judge Connie Sfeinheimer 
entered the plea for Er- 
nesfo Manuel Gonzalez 
after Gonzalez's public 
detender advised him to 
stand silent during his tor- 
mal arraignment on several 
charges, including murder. 
Police say Gonzalez is a 
member of fhe rival Va- 
gos moforcycle gang. He 
is accused of shooting 
Jeffrey “Jethro” Pettigrew 
four times in the back dur¬ 
ing the Sept. 23 brawl at a 
Sparks casino. 

Gonzalez, in handcutts and 
shackles, wore a black bul¬ 


let-proof vest over his red 
jail jump suit in court Thurs¬ 
day. A half-dozen sher¬ 
iff’s depufies and police 
SWAT feam members were 
spread around fhe court¬ 
room, with another halt- 
dozen in the outside hall. 
The judge set a Jan. 17 tri¬ 
al date. But she said that 
might change after pub¬ 
lic defenders complained 
fhey still don’t have ac¬ 
cess to a transcript from 
fhe grand jury that indicted 
Gonzalez and two others 
Nov. 9. 

“Usually we get the intor- 
mation, then try to detend 
people,” chiet detender 
Maize Pusich told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press afterward. She 
said the delay likely was 
based on security concerns 
and was not an effort to 
blunt Gonzalez’s defense. 
Depufy District Attorney 
Karl Hall also said the hold¬ 
up was not a prosecutorial 
tactic.Q 


The couple tried to return 
to before dawn fo fheir 
home, but were turned 
back by high winds, Hecht 
said. 

“I couldn’t even stand 
up. It was like a tornado,” 
he said. “I bet it was hurri¬ 
cane-force winds.” 
Firefighters said they’re 
having a difficult time 
getting ahead of the 
flames, which were being 
whipped up by high winds 
and gusts up to 60 mph 
(96 kph). 

“This fire is not going to be 
out any time soon,” said 
Reno Fire Chief Michael 
Hernandez. 

The Federal Emergency 
Managemenf Agency 
has declared fhe fire a 
major disaster. 

Ninety schools were 
closed for fhe day fo clear 
the roads of school traffic 
and make way for emer¬ 
gency workers. About 125 
crew members are fight¬ 
ing the blaze, dubbed the 
Caughlin Fire.Q 
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More charges in 


GREG RISLING 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Flor¬ 
ida man has been indicted 
on two additional felony 
counts for allegedly hack¬ 
ing into on email account 
belonging to on unnamed 
actress, according to court 
documents obtained Fri¬ 
day. 

Christopher Chaney, 35, of 
Jacksonville, Florida, was 
charged Tuesday with one 
count each of unauthor¬ 
ized access to a computer 
and aggravated identity 
theft. He now faces a to¬ 
tal of 28 counts and more 
than 100 years in prison if 
convicted. 

Chaney previously plead¬ 
ed not guilty to 26 counts, 
including wiretapping. 
An email left Friday for 


Chaney's spokesman Ryan 
Julison was not immediate¬ 
ly returned. 

An unnamed actress com¬ 
plained that her email 
was compromised in Oc¬ 
tober after federal agents 
served a search warrant at 
Chaney's home and seized 
his computer, according to 
an affidavit. 

Federal agents believe 
Chaney hacked into her 
account 13 times last 
month. The woman, who 
is referred to only by her 
initials C.B. in court docu¬ 
ments, reported the hack¬ 
ing might have occurred 
as early as April. 

The woman joins more than 
50 alleged victims, includ¬ 
ing Christina Aguilera, Scar¬ 
lett Johansson and Mila 
Kunis, who prosecutors say 
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celebrity hacking case 



A Florida man has been indicted on two additional felony counts 
for allegedly hacking into on email account belonging to an un¬ 
named actress, according to court documents obtained Friday. 
The woman joins more than 50 alleged victims, including Chris¬ 
tina Aguilera, Scarlett Johansson and Milo Kunis (featured), who 
prosecutors say hod their emails hacked by Chaney. 


had their emails hacked by 
Chaney. 

Same nude phatas taken 
by Jahanssan of herself 
were posted on the Inter¬ 
net, and the actress told 
Vanity Fair for its Decem¬ 
ber issue the pictures were 


meant for Ryan Reynolds, 
her then-husband. They 
had their divorce finalized 
by a judge in July. 

Chaney was arrested as 
part of a yearlong investi¬ 
gation of celebrity hack¬ 
ing that authorities dubbed 


“Operation Hackerazzi." 
He offered some material 
to celebrity blog sites, but 
there wasn't any evidence 
that he profited from his 
scheme, authorities said. 
Chaney is accused of min¬ 
ing through publicly avail¬ 
able data to figure out pass¬ 
word and security questions 
for celebrity accounts. He 
used a forwarding feature 
so that a copy of emails 
a celebrity received was 
sent to an account he con¬ 
trolled, according to court 
documents. 

A search warrant unsealed 
and obtained by AP said 
Chaney's computer hard 
drive contained numerous 
private celebrity photos as 
well as a document that 
compiled their extensive 
personal data. 

Chaney was ordered to 
wear an electronic moni¬ 
toring device and not use 
computers while he awaits 
trial set for Dec. 27.Q 


2 arrests made in Ohio in suspected murder plot 


ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS 
Associated Press 
CALDWELL, Ohio (AP) — 

When a South Carolina 
man answered a Craigslist 
ad seeking a farmhand 
in Ohio, there was no job 
waiting for him. 

The man was shot and 
wounded in what investi¬ 
gators say was a murderous 
robbery scheme that used 
bogus help-wanted ads to 
lure victims. He escaped, 
but another job-seeker was 
later found dead in a shal¬ 
low grave nearby. And two 
suspects — a man and a 
16-year-old boy — are un¬ 
der arrest. 

Neighbors living near the 
property where the graves 
were dug were shocked by 
the bloodshed. Some fig¬ 
ured the arrests had closed 
the case, while others, like 
Angie Noll, put credence 
in rumors of more bodies to 
be found. 


“We're a rural community, 
maybe there's 15 houses 
up here, and right in our 
backyard this stuff is going 
on,” said Noll, a 28-year- 
old maintenance produc¬ 
tion clerk who lives just a 
few houses away from 
the neighbor whose door 
the South Carolina man 
knocked on after escaping. 
The sheriff said it is unclear 
how long the ad had been 
online or whether there are 
other victims. The wooded 
piece of land sits on the for¬ 
mer site of a strip mine and is 
owned by a coal company 
and rented out to hunters. 
It is isolated, with no lights 
and only one-lane gravel 
roads running in and out. 
A judge issued a gag order 
in the case Friday, and the 
names of the two victims 
and the adult suspect were 
not released. 

Before the order was im¬ 
posed, Sheriff Stephen Han- 


num said that the South 
Carolina victim was taken 
Nov. 6 to the desolate area, 
where he managed to de¬ 
flect a gun cocked at the 
back of his head and ran. 
Wounded in the arm, he 
hid in the woods for hours, 
then showed up covered in 
blood at the first well-lighted 
place he could see, a farm¬ 
house outside Caldwell, 
about 80 miles (128 kilome¬ 
ters) east of Columbus. 

This week, cadaver dogs 
were brought in, and au¬ 
thorities found one hand- 
dug grave they believe 
was intended for the South 
Carolina man and a sec¬ 
ond grave that held the 
body of a Florida man. 

The Akron Beacon Journal 
identified the suspects as a 
52-year-old man from Ak¬ 
ron, about 90 miles (145 ki¬ 
lometers) away, and a high 
school student from the Ak¬ 
ron area. □ 
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‘patently false’ 



This Oct. 27, 2002 photo shows Bobby Davis at Zion Nationai Park 
near St. George, Utah. Longtime Syracuse assistant basketbaii 
coach Bernie Fine was piaced on administrative ieave Thursday, 
Nov. 17, 2011 after oid chiid moiesting aiiegations resurfaced, 
just two weeks after a chiid sex abuse scandai rocked Penn 
State. Davis, now 39, toid ESPN that Fine aiiegediy moiested him 
beginning in 1984 and that the sexuai contact continued untii he 
was around 27. 

(AP Photo/The Post-Standard, David Lassman) 


JOHN KEKIS 
Associated Press 
SYRACUSE, New York (AP) 

— Syracuse University as¬ 
sistant basketball coach 
Bernie Fine dismissed as 
“patently false” allegations 
that he molested two for¬ 
mer boll boys for years, and 
the university chancellor 
vowed Friday to “do every¬ 
thing in our power to find 
the truth.” 

The school, a college bas¬ 
ketball powerhouse, imme¬ 
diately placed Fine on ad¬ 
ministrative leave “in light 
of the new allegations" that 


surfaced Thursday, just two 
weeks after the Penn State 
child sex-abuse scandal, 
and pending an investiga¬ 
tion by the Syracuse City 
Police. 

Like Penn State, the Syra¬ 
cuse basketball program 
put on isolated Northeast¬ 
ern town on the American 
sports map, and made 
a star out of its longtime 
coach, Jim Boeheim. 

The Penn State scandal 
cost legendary coach Joe 
Paterno his job. 

Fine, in his 35th season as an 
assistant on the Syracuse 
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bench, asked for a quick 
review and expressed con¬ 
fidence he would be vindi¬ 
cated. 

“Sadly, we live in on alle¬ 
gation-based society and 
an internet age where in a 
matter of minutes one’s life¬ 
long reputation can be se¬ 
verely damaged,” Fine said 
in a statement released by 
one of his attorneys. 

“I am confident that, os in 
the post, a review of these 
allegations will be discred¬ 
ited and restore my reputa¬ 
tion. I hope the latest review 
of these allegations will be 
conducted expeditiously.” 
Fine thanked Chancellor 
Nancy Cantor for her state¬ 
ment that “I should be ac¬ 


corded a fair opportunity to 
defend myself” and add¬ 
ed: “I fully intend to do so. 
There should never be a 
rush to judgment when 
someone’s personal integ¬ 
rity and career are on the 
line.” 

Cantor vowed that the 
school will not turn a blind 
eye to the allegations 
made by two stepbrothers 
to ESPN. 

Both of Fine’s accusers ore 
now adults. Bobby Davis, 
now 39, told ESPN that Fine 
molested him beginning in 
1984 and that the sexual 
contact continued until he 
was around 27. 

A ball boy for six years, Da¬ 
vis told ESPN that the abuse 


occurred at Fine’s home, at 
Syracuse basketball facili¬ 
ties and on team road trips, 
including the 1987 Final 
Four, when the Orange lost 
to Indiana in the national 
championship game. 

Davis’ stepbrother, Mike 
Lang, 45, who also was a 
ball boy, told ESPN that Fine 
molested him starting while 
he was in fifth or sixth grade. 
“The dilemma in any situ¬ 
ation like this, of course, is 
that — without corroborat¬ 
ing facts, witnesses or con¬ 
fessions — one must avoid 
an unfair rush to judgment,” 
Cantor said. “We have all 
seen terrible injustices done 
to the innocent accused of 
heinous crimes. □ 
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Greece promises sharper deficit cut in 2012 


DEREK GATOPOULOS 
NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Greece predicted Friday 
that its budget deficit will fall 
sharply next year, helped by 
a band writedown, and in¬ 
sisted that no fresh austerity 
measures will be needed to 
plug a hole in this year's fi¬ 
nances. Submitting the 2012 
budget. Finance Minister 
Evangelos Venizelos said the 
deficit will shrink from an ex¬ 
pected 9 percent of gross 
domestic product this year 
to 5.4 in 2012 year, lower 
than previous targets. Next 
year’s figure factors in write¬ 
downs on the value of Greek 
bonds held by private credi¬ 
tors as part of a second inter¬ 
national bailout agreed by 
European leaders last month. 
Without it, the deficit would 
have shrunk to 6.7 percent of 
GDP next year, according to 
budget calculations. 

The new bailout was negoti¬ 
ated to save Greece from 
bankruptcy and a possible 
exit from the euro. 

“This budget comes during 
extremely hard international 
conditions ... the attack is 
now focusing on the hard 
core of the eurozone,” the 
minister said, referring to ris¬ 
ing borrowing rates in larger 
countries like Italy. 

Venizelos, who kept his job 
in the new interim coalition 
government formed lost 
week and led by technocrat 
Lucas Popodemos, said the 
new debt deal will make the 


country's national debt 
“totally sustainable.” 

The deal includes provi¬ 
sions for banks and other 
private holders of Greek 


bonds to write off 50 per¬ 
cent of their Greek debt 
holdings — potentially 
cutting the country's debt 
by €100 billion and reduc¬ 
ing the debt-to-GDP ratio 
to 120 percent by 2020 
from an expected 161.7 
percent this year. 

But the details have not 
yet been worked out, 
and negotiations have 
only just begun. 


Greece has been relying 
on international bailout 
loans since May 2010 af¬ 
ter its borrowing rates bal¬ 
looned. The country turned 


to its European partners 
and the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund, winning an 
initial €110 billion ($148 bil¬ 
lion) bailout in return for an 
austerity package to cut 
deficits bloated by years 
of government overspend¬ 
ing. It soon became clear 
that the rescue loans were 
not enough, and European 
leaders agreed on a sec¬ 
ond deal os part of a pack¬ 


age to shore up a debt 
crisis that’s been spread¬ 
ing to bigger economies, 
such as Italy. 

“The entire process is vol¬ 


untary,” Venizelos said 
of the bond writedown. 
“There won’t be one 
model for Greek bonks 
and foreign banks (alike), 
but there will be two or 
three variations and any¬ 
body can pick the one 
that suits them.” 

Gripped by a vicious fi¬ 
nancial crisis since lost 
year, the Greek govern¬ 
ment has imposed a series 


of harsh austerity measures, 
including salary and pension 
cuts and increased taxes. 

But the measures have led 
to a deep recession, with 
the economy projected to 
contract by 5.5 percent of 
GDP this year, and a further 
2.8 percent next year. Un¬ 
employment is also steadily 
increasing, with the jobless 
figure expected to reach 
15.4 percent this year and 
17.1 percent in 2012. 

“When it comes to direct 
taxes, the mechanisms must 
work. And ours suffer from 
great deficiencies,” Veni¬ 
zelos said, referring to the 
country’s notoriously ineffi¬ 
cient tax collection system. 
“We all want to be rich and 
healthy, nobody wants to be 
poor and sick. But we must 
save the country, remain in 
the euro ... and maintain our 
standard of living,” Venizelos 
said. On a positive note, for 
the first time in several years 
Greece expects to post a 
primary surplus — a budget 
surplus when not counting 
interest rate payments on 
outstanding debt — of 1.1 
percent of GDP next year. 
“After very many years we 
can present a primary sur¬ 
plus of 1.1 percent,” Veni¬ 
zelos said. “We started with 
a primary deficit of €24 billion 
in 2009, and are achieving a 
2.5 billion primary surplus in 
2012. 

This is under very hard cir¬ 
cumstances and a deep¬ 
er recession than initially 
expected.”□ 



Greek Prime Minister Lucas Papademos, left, shakes hands with Bank of Greece governor 
George Provopoulos during their meeting at Maximou mansion in Athens, Friday, Nov. 18,2011. 
Greece predicted Friday that its budget deficit will fall sharply next year and insisted that no 
fresh austerity measures will be needed to plug a hole in this year’s finances. 

AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 
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West says Iran deceives world on nuclear arms 



Iran’s Ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
IAEA, All Asghor Soltonieh waits tor the start of the IAEA board of 
governors meeting at the International Center, in Vienna, Aus¬ 
tria, on Friday, Nov. 18, 2011. 


By GEORGE JAHN 
VIENNA (AP) — The U.S. and 
its Western allies bluntly ac¬ 
cused Iran on Friday ot de¬ 
ceiving the world by trying 
to hide work on nuclear 
arms, as the U.N. atomic 
agency passed a new reso¬ 
lution criticizing Tehran's nu¬ 
clear defiance. 

Iron shot back that the 
West's allegations were 
based on fabricated Ameri¬ 
can, Israeli, British and 
French intelligence fed to 
the International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency to try and dis¬ 
credit the Islamic Republic. 
Reflecting its bitterness, 
Iran’s chief IAEA delegate 
withdrew on invitation to 
U.N. atomic agency experts 
to visit Tehran and discuss 
nuclear concerns. 

Fie also announced Tehran 
was boycotting a meeting 
next week to explore the 
possibilities of a Mideast 
nuclear-free zone that will 
be attended by Israel and 
all Arab nations, accusing 
IAEA chief Yukiya Amano of 
bias for not focusing on Is¬ 
rael’s undeclared nuclear 
arsenal. The unusually tough 
exchanges were bound to 
further raise international 
tensions over Iran's nuclear 
activities — even though 
the Western statements em¬ 
phasized that the preferred 
solution was through diplo¬ 
macy. 

France warned Iran to de¬ 
fuse world fears that it is 
working on nuclear weap¬ 
ons or face “unprecedent¬ 
ed" sanctions, while Wash¬ 
ington dismissed “the hol¬ 
lowness” of Iranian claims, 
asserting that Iran must ac¬ 
knowledge its secret weap¬ 
ons development work. Brit¬ 
ain, too, urged Iran to “ad¬ 


dress the grove concerns 
of the international com¬ 
munity about its nuclear 
program.” 

Statements delivered to 
the IAEA's 35-nation board 
by the U.S., and on behalf 
of Germany, Britain and 
France, contained no men¬ 
tion of military action — an 
option that has not been 
discounted by either Israel 
or the U.S. if Tehran refuses 
to stop activities that con 
be used for nuclear weap¬ 
ons. 

Still, they pulled no punch¬ 
es, drawing heavily on a 
recent IAEA report based 
on intelligence from more 
than 10 nations that con¬ 
cluded that some alleged 


Associated Press 

clandestine work by Iran 
could not be used for any 
other purpose than making 
nuclear arms. 

“It is no longer within the 
bounds of credulity to 
claim that Iran's nuclear 
activities are solely peace¬ 
ful,” said Glyn Davies, the 
chief U.S. delegate to the 
IAEA, adding: “There is little 
doubt that Iran ... at the 
very least, wonts to position 
itself for a nuclear weapons 
capability." 

Fie told The Associated 
Press that the Iranian alle¬ 
gations were nothing more 
than “old bile in new bot¬ 
tles” — old excuses repack¬ 
aged for the IAEA meeting. 
For the three European 


nations, German chief 
delegate Ruediger Lue- 
deking said Iranian actions, 
...’’deepened disbelief in 
the exclusively peaceful 
nature of its nuclear pro¬ 
gram.” 

Delegates at the closed 
meeting easily passed a 
resolution based on the 
report urging Iron to end 
more than three years of 
stonewalling of IAEA at¬ 
tempts to probe the alle¬ 
gations, and to heed U.N. 
Security Council demands 
to stop other activities that 
could be used to make nu¬ 
clear arms. Only Cuba and 
Ecuador voted against, 
and Indonesia abstained. 
The resolution is milder than 
the West had hoped for — 
but it hod the support of 
Russia and Chino, which 
Iran traditionally counts on 
to counter Western pres¬ 
sure. 


A senior diplomat at the 
meeting told The AP that 
Tehran was particularly un¬ 
happy with the success of 
the West’s tactical move 
— watering down the lan¬ 
guage of the resolution in 
exchange for support from 
Moscow and Beijing. Fie 
asked for anonymity for re¬ 
laying confidential informa¬ 
tion. 

The text expressed “serious 
concern that Iron continues 
to defy the requirements 
and obligations contained 
in the relevant IAEA Board 
of Governors and U.N. Se¬ 
curity Council Resolutions.” 
It also spoke of “deep and 
increasing concern about 
the unresolved issues re¬ 
garding the Iranian nuclear 
program, including those 
which need to be clari¬ 
fied to exclude the exis¬ 
tence of possible military 
dimensions. ”□ 
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US overtures may lure Myanmar from China 



Myanmar democracy icon Aung Son Suu Kyi shakes hands with 
supporters as she ieoves the Nationoi League for Democracy 
party’s headquarters otter a meeting in Yangon, Myanmar, 
Friday, Nov. 18, 2011. The main opposition party ied by Nobei 
laureate Suu Kyi decided Friday to rejoin politics and register for 
future elections, signaling its confidence in recent reforms by the 
military-aligned government. 

(AP Photo/Khin Maung Win) 


MAHHEW PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 
MYANMAR (AP) — The first 
visit to Myanmar in a half- 
century by the top U.S. dip¬ 
lomat opens a door for that 
nation’s military-dominated 
government to reduce its 
international isolation and 
dependence on a staunch 
but mistrusted ally: China. 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton will travel 
to Myanmar, also known 
as Burma, on Dec. 1-2, to 
meet with government and 
opposition leaders. It is the 
culmination of a two-year 
effort to engage with a 
repressive regime the U.S. 
had long shunned. 
Washington hopes to en¬ 


courage further democrat¬ 
ic reform after Myanmar 
staged elections last year 
that ushered in a govern¬ 
ment of civilians, albeit 
dominated by a military 
structure that hod directly 
ruled the country since 
1962. 

The new government also 
freed and began high-lev¬ 
el talks with Nobel laure¬ 
ate and opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The Obama administra¬ 
tion's diplomatic overtures 
have a strategic intent, too, 
seeking to expand U.S. ties 
in economically vibrant 
Southeast Asia os a coun¬ 
ter to the growing influence 
of China, which has been 


an all-weather friend to its 
southern neighbor, Myan¬ 
mar, and its ruling generals. 
After a bloody 1988 crack¬ 
down on democracy pro¬ 
testers that heralded Myan¬ 
mar’s descent into pariah 
status, Chino has provided 
diplomatic support, invest¬ 
ment and weaponry, while 
Western nations have im¬ 
posed tough economic, 
trade and political sanc¬ 
tions. 

Despite that backing, 
Myanmar's fiercely nation¬ 
alistic leaders never have 
wanted to be in thrall to 
another power and have 
on ingrained suspicion of 
Chino, whose influence 

Official: 


they already have sought 
to balance by building ties 
with neighbor to the west, 
India. 

“Burma has always been 
uncomfortable with both 
of those relationships and 
wants to balance them with 
others,” said Priscilla Clapp, 
who served as the top U.S. 
diplomat in the country 
between 1999 and 2002. 
“That’s the choice they are 
making now.” 

She said that many of the 
older generation of army 
officers that now hold se¬ 
nior positions in the gov¬ 
ernment cut their military 
teeth fighting insurgents 
who once controlled large 


tracts of the vast country’s 
north, backed by China un¬ 
der then-ruler Mao Zedong. 
While China has long since 
ended that support, its eco¬ 
nomic footprint has grown 
in the past two decades, 
particularly in the north of 
the country, through invest¬ 
ments and exploitation of 
natural resources, such as 
oil, gas, minerals and tim¬ 
ber. 

The Chinese influence has 
bred resentment among 
the wider population, said 
Aung Din, a former political 
prisoner in Myanmar and 
now executive director 
of the U.S. Campaign for 
Burma. □ 


Drug cartel tried to skew Mexico vote 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A Mex¬ 
ican official said Friday that 
drug traffickers tried to influ¬ 
ence elections in the west¬ 
ern state of Michoacan, o 
charge already made be¬ 
fore the voting by some of 
the candidates and party 
leaders. Juan Marcos Guti¬ 
errez, the outgoing act¬ 
ing interior secretary, said 
a drug cartel conducted 
“boldfaced interference” 
in last Sunday's state elec¬ 
tions. Though he did not 
name the gang, o single 
cartel, The Knights Templar, 
dominates most of Michoa¬ 


can. “We cannot allow this 
participation by organized 
crime to even start trying to 
influence (election) results,” 
he said. “We have the ob¬ 
ligation to bulletproof our¬ 
selves against this kind of 
bold-faced interference.” 
Gutierrez said traffickers 
tried to intimidate voters to 
cast ballots a certain way. 
He also referred to a local 
newspaper in a city whose 
mayor was shot to death 
shortly before the elec¬ 
tions being forced to run an 
ad that threatened to kill 
anyone who voted for the 
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mayor’s party. 

The mayor, like President 
Felipe Calderon, is a mem¬ 
ber of the conservative Na¬ 
tional Action Party. Calde¬ 
ron's sister ran for governor 
in the Michoacan elec¬ 
tions, but lost narrowly to 
the candidate of the for¬ 
mer ruling Institutional Rev¬ 
olutionary Party. 

Gutierrez called the threats 
and pressure used by traf¬ 
fickers “extremely worri¬ 
some.” Gutierrez served 
about o week os interim 
interior secretary, before 
handing over the post to 
Alejandro Poire on Thurs¬ 
day. In Mexico, the interior 
department oversees do¬ 
mestic security and political 
negotiations with congress 
and also helps organize 
elections. In a speech upon 
taking office. Poire said, 
“We will not permit crimi¬ 
nals of any kind to interfere 
with our right to freely elect 
our representatives.”□ 
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Militias and army compete 
for influence in Libya 


For Germany’s Shaeuble, opportunity in Europe’s crisis 



Wolfgang Schauble, Germany's finance minister and a close confidant of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, in Berlin, Nov. 16, 2011. Schauble’s European legacy will be written in the coming months 
-- as either one of the key architects of the new Europe or the man who watched a project he has 
worked on for decades fall apart. 

(Gordon Welters/The New York Times) 


CLIFFORD KRAUSS 
© 2011 New York Times 
TRIPOLI, Libya - The armed 
militias that emerged tram 
Libya’s civil war and units 
of the fledgling Libyan Na¬ 
tional Army are pressing 
the interim government for 
places in a new Cabinet. 
The military forces have 
staged heavily armed 
and sometimes compet¬ 
ing marches and demon¬ 
strations in recent days, as 
Prime Minister Abdel Rahim 
el-Keeb huddles with vari¬ 
ous city council, tribal and 
militia leaders to form a 
compromise government. 
Keeb is supposed to pres¬ 
ent a list of candidates 
Sunday for the governing 
National Transitional Coun¬ 
cil to confirm by Tuesday, 
after weeks of delays. It will 
be the government’s sec¬ 
ond Cabinet but the first 
since last month, when the 


hostilities ended with the 
capture and killing of the 
former leader, Moammar 
Godhafi. 

For weeks, traffic has been 
snarled in the capital by mi¬ 
litia members demanding 
back pay and better as¬ 
sistance for their wounded 
comrades. But in recent 
days, the demonstrations 
have become more overtly 
political, with the apparent 
intent to influence the for¬ 
mation of the government. 
But they were overshad¬ 
owed Thursday night when 
the new national army, only 
days old, put on a parade 
at the Tripoli racetrack. By 
the side of the army’s high¬ 
est-ranking commander, 
Abdel Hakim Belhaj, stood 
the acting justice minis¬ 
ter, Mohammed al-Allagi 
- a sign of civilian political 
support independent of 
Keeb.Q 


NICHOLAS KULISH and 
JACK EWING 
© 2011 New York Times 

BERLIN - Where the world 
finds only chaos and im¬ 
pending disaster in the 
European debt crisis, Wolf¬ 
gang Schoeuble sees the 
long-awaited urgency to 
finish the half-complete 
job of unifying Europe. As 
Germany’s finance minister 
and a close confidant of 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
he is in a uniquely powerful 
position to shape the out¬ 
come. 

Yet it is something of a mir¬ 
acle that Schoeuble is in 
the German government 
at all. His health has been 
an issue since Oct. 12, 1990, 
the day a would-be assas¬ 
sin shot him, paralyzing his 
legs and confining him to a 
wheelchair from that point 
forward. 

His troubles did not end 
there, however. As recently 
as May 2010, on his way to 
Brussels for an emergency 
meeting of European Union 
finance ministers, Schaeu- 
ble (pronounced SHOY- 
bluh) found himself in the 


intensive care unit of a Bel¬ 
gian hospital, battling com¬ 
plications from an earlier 
operation. 

As the early sunset of a Ber¬ 
lin autumn evening dark¬ 
ened his office, Schoeuble, 
69, recalled asking Merkel if 
he could hove until the end 
of the week to see whether 
he could regain enough 
strength to return to work. 
“She said she found that to 
be the wrong question en¬ 
tirely. 

I should take the time I 
needed to get better,” 
Schoeuble said. “She said 
she needed me and she 
wanted me. End of discus¬ 
sion.” 

It proved to be a wise de¬ 
cision. Schaeuble’s experi¬ 
ence has been crucial to 
Merkel as she has tried to 
hold the line between Eu¬ 
ropean partners demand¬ 
ing Germany's financial as¬ 
sistance and angry voters 
who do not wont to pay 
off the debts of their prof¬ 
ligate southern neighbors. 
And political analysts say 
Schoeuble was indispens¬ 
able in holding together 


the conservative bloc in the 
vote over expanding the 
European rescue fund, the 
bailout fund meant to help 
heavily indebted eurozone 
nations like Greece, which 
had evolved into a de 
facto vote of confidence 
for Merkel's crisis manage¬ 
ment. 

Schoeuble recalled the 
palpable fear at a meet¬ 
ing of the G-20 finance 
ministers in Washington in 
September, held the week 
before the vote on the res¬ 
cue fund was scheduled. 
“You should hove felt it,” he 
said he told his party’s par¬ 
liamentary group upon his 
return. “We carry not only 
responsibility for ourselves. 
We are also responsible for 
the development of the 
global economy.” 
Schoeuble, his hair white 
and a little sparse, the hint 
of gravel in his voice, is the 
oldest member of Merkel’s 
Cabinet, the lost born be¬ 
fore the end of World War II 
and a throwback to pro-Eu- 
ropean conservatives like 
Helmut Kohl, under whom 
he was chief of staff. □ 


Mercedes manager arrested 

GERMANY/TUSCALOOSA, Alabama (AP) — A German 
manager with Mercedes-Benz is free after being arrested 
for not having a driver’s license with him under Alabama’s 
new law targeting illegal immigrants, authorities said Fri¬ 
day, in an otherwise routine cose that drew the attention 
of Gov. Robert Bentley. 

Tuscaloosa Police Chief Steven Anderson told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on officer stopped a rental vehicle for not hav¬ 
ing a tag Wednesday night and asked the driver for his 
license. The man only had a German identification card, 
so he was arrested and taken to police headquarters, An¬ 
derson said. The 46-year-old executive was charged with 
violating the immigration law for not having proper identi¬ 
fication, but he was released after an associate retrieved 
his passport, visa and German driver's license from the ho¬ 
tel where he was staying, Anderson said. 

The length of his detainment and the status of his court 
cose weren't immediately known. 

Mercedes-Benz, which is a division of Daimler AG, builds 
sport-utility vehicles at a large plant in Vance, east of Tus¬ 
caloosa. The automaker’s decision to open a factory in 
Alabama in 1993 was considered a major coup for the 
state's economic development efforts and launched 
a trend of other foreign automakers and suppliers who 
opened major factories in the state, including Honda, Toy¬ 
ota and Hyundai.Bentley, a Republican who signed the 
illegal immigration law earlier this year, called the state’s 
homeland security director, Spencer Collier, after hearing 
af the arrest ta get details about had happened, Collier 
said in an interview. □ 
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Famine downgraded in some areas of Somalia 



Relatives of Ibrahim Shegow of soufhern Somalia wafch as he lowers the body of his 7-month-old 
boy into a grave in a refugee comp in Mogadishu, Somalia. The number of famine zones in Somalia 
was cut in half Friday, Nov. 18, 2011 as U.S. and U.N. food agencies said aid hod reduced death 
rates. That good news was tempered by warnings that a quarter million Somalis face imminent 
starvation, and that military battles are preventing food deliveries. 

(AP Photo/Forah Abdi Warsameh, File) 


JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) —The 

number of famine zones in 
Somalia has been cuf in 
half, as U.S. and U.N. food 
agencies said aid had re¬ 
duced deafh rafes. That 
good news was tempered 
by warnings that a quarter 
million Somalis face immi¬ 
nent starvation, and that 
military battles are prevent¬ 
ing food deliveries. 

The U.S. and U.N. food 
agencies on Friday down¬ 
graded the famine rating 
in three areas of Somalia to 
emergency status but said 
three other areas — includ¬ 
ing the refugee communi¬ 
ties of Somalia’s capital, 
Mogadishu — remain in 
the famine zone. Overall, 
the agencies said the food 
situation in Somalia remains 
the worst in the world and 
the worst in Horn of Africa 
country since the region’s 
1991-92 famine. 

“Death rates, especially 
for young children, remain 
extremely high, in part due 
to continued outbreaks 
of measles, cholera, and 
malaria. Tens of thousands 
of people have died since 
April and deaths are likely 
to continue over the com¬ 


ing months," said the an¬ 
nouncement from the 
U.N.’s Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit and 
the U.S.’s Famine Early 
Warning System. 

Save the Children credited 
the international aid effort 
with helping to lessen the 


famine, but said the crisis is 
far from over and warned of 
high mortality rates among 
children in Mogadishu. The 
aid group Oxfam warned 
that conflict in Somalia 
continues to slow relief ef¬ 
forts and said international 
leaders need to refocus ef¬ 


forts on the hunger crisis. 
Hundreds of Kenyan troops 
moved into Somalia last 
month to fight al-Qaida- 
linked militants, whom Afri¬ 
can Union troops are fight¬ 
ing in Mogadishu, and Ox¬ 
fam said it had to suspend 
aid to 27,000 people in So¬ 


malia’s Lower and Middle 
Juba regions as a result. 
Oxfam did not single out 
Kenya but said the inter¬ 
national community was 
jeopardizing a positive step 
forward with a potential 
two steps back. 

“When drought and fam¬ 
ine made headline news, 
the international commu¬ 
nity responded generously 
with support. Now the con¬ 
flict threatens to jeopardize 
the very relief efforts they’re 
funding. The international 
community must not give 
with one hand and then 
take with the other by ig¬ 
noring the needs of Somali 
people who are struggling 
in the face of a famine,” 
said Senait Gebregziabher, 
Oxfam’s Somalia director. 
East Africa — including 
Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia 
and Djibouti — has experi¬ 
enced a crippling drought 
over the last year, but that 
drought turned into fam¬ 
ine only in Somalia, where 
aid groups have reduced 
access because of limita¬ 
tions placed on them by 
al-Shabab. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of people have died, 
though Mark Bowden, the 
U.N.’s top humanitarian of¬ 
ficial for Somalia, told The 
Associated Press on Friday 
he doesn’t believe there 
will ever be a complete 
and accurate death toll. 
Bowden said the interna¬ 
tional community has most¬ 
ly fulfilled its moral duty to 
help Somalis in need. 

“I think so far they have. 
The appeal was for $1 bil¬ 
lion and we received $800 
million dollars,” Bowden 
said. “The big question is 
whether that can be sus¬ 
tained, which it has to be, 
for next year.” 

The U.S. and U.N. groups 
said famine would persist 
at least through Decem¬ 
ber in the Mogadishu and 
Afgoye refugee camps 
and in the Middle Shabelle 
region. The U.N. children’s 
agency said thousands of 
children’s lives have been 
saved since the famine 
was first announced in July 
thanks to international do¬ 
nations. But the UNICEF 
representative to Somalia, 
Sikander Khan, said chil¬ 
dren are still in imminent 
danger. Save the Children 
said children are still dy¬ 
ing at a “frightening rate” 
across Somalia.Q 
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Game is the name of the 
game at Papillon Restaurant 


Papillon Restaurant has 
enthusiastically embraced 
the 2011 Game Season. 
No, this is not about base¬ 
ball, this is about meat. 
Game lovers are always 
in for a smooth pheasant 
pdte, a saddle of hare, 
deer steak, duck breast 
or wild boar with bacon 
when available at theme 
restaurant Papillon in The 
Village, across from the 
Radisson Resort. The au¬ 
tumnal dishes are served 
with stewed pears, forest 
fruits, apple compote and 
mushrooms. 

In Europe the hunting sea¬ 
son is limited: from Ocfo- 
ber 15 until mid December 
hunters with permits are 
allowed to shoot a pre¬ 
viously allotted number 
of deer, pheasants, wild 
boars and other animals 
of fhe woods. This adheres 
fo fhe tradition of keeping 
fhe number of roaming 
animals in check. The hunf 
used to be a royal, no¬ 
ble sport and the nobility 
greatly enjoyed the chase, 
seated on their horses, sip¬ 
ping freely from fheir flasks, 
wifh packs of dogs and 
foof folk doing mosf of the 
work. The most impressive 
heads were mounted and 
glorious tales about hunt¬ 
ing days were told and re¬ 
told. 

But back to Papillon Res¬ 
taurant, where its special 
Game Menu reads is ir¬ 
resistible. The options are 
plentiful: broth of game en 
croOfe, wild duck breasf 
salad wifh fruffle funchi 
croufons, pheasant pdte, 
filet of hare and pheas- 
anf breasf wrapped in 





prosciutto. Dessert is Saint 
Remy pears stewed in red 
wine and cinnamon, with 
a scoop of Ponche crema 
ice cream. Of course ro- 
busf and impressive wines 
are called for when eafing 
game. The wine sugges- 
fions are called Pleasures 
of Papillon Resfaurant and 
fhey are with limited avail¬ 
ability. To make your game 
experience complete, the 
wines will be decanted 
and served in Riedel glass¬ 
es. 

Please keep in mind that 
the game season runs un¬ 
til mid December. Reser¬ 
vations can be made via 
586-5400. □ 
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Kromoor is on the look-out for friends and family members 


We would like to introduce 
Kromoor (Crooked Ear) to 
you, one of the donkeys liv¬ 
ing at the Aruban Donkey 
Sanctuary. He is one of the 
first donkeys who came to 
live at the Sanctuary: he ar¬ 
rived in 1977! The story goes 
that Kromoor had to fight 
other stallions for a beau- 
fiful female donkey and 
fhaf his injury is a reminder 
of fhaf. Nobody knows 
whefher he won fhe love of 
fhe lady and Kromoor isn’f 
felling. He can always be 
seen on his own, enjoying 
life. When it is feeding time 
he is always in the front and 
his colleagues had better 
watch out, as his kicks can 
be vicious. Being first in line 
is his hobby and the vol¬ 
unteers know by now that 
they should not bother him 
when he is at the dining ta¬ 
ble. Kromoor is a character 
indeed! And recognizing 
this donkey does not pose 
any problem at all: just look 
at his crooked ears and 
you know it’s him! 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a chip, 
just like all the other don¬ 
keys. On the chip is informa¬ 
tion about the donkey and 



its medical history. The don¬ 
keys at the sanctuary have 
a lot of friends wifh whom 
fhey can play all day long. 
And they love living there: 
they are well-cared for, 
fhey are fed and wafered 
and when fhey are sick the 
vet is called. Yes, they are 
expensive customers for 
fhe sancfuary. 

The volunteers are trying to 
cover the various costs with 
all kinds of activities and 
the sale of great donkey 
memorabilia in the shop. 
Fortunately, there are also 
visitors who wish to adopt 
a donkey, who buy some¬ 
thing at the donkey shop 
or who make a donation. 
Thus they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 
visit the sanctuary, which 
has opening hours from 9 
am until 4 pm and in the 
weekend from 10 am un- 
fil 3. Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soff 
drink, a cup of coffee or a 
refreshing ice cream.Q 



”FAVI FUNDACION 
CU VISION" 


! 


I 

I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 


I 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Hnmemade Arnban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


ARUHIBA 

■A. ' A 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Honoring at Bucuti Beach Resort 



Recently a group of Loy¬ 
al visitors of Aruba were 
honored as distinguished 
and Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dors . 

The symbolic honorary 
title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap- 
preciafion fo guesf who 
visit Aruba for between 
10 and 20 years consec¬ 
utive . All of the honorees 


are members of Bucuti 
Beach Resort and have 
been enjoying the Island 
every year. The honor¬ 
ees were Mr. Michael 
Cichowski and Mrs. Kath¬ 
leen Wendolowski resi¬ 
dent of Bloomfield New 
Jersey and Mr. Loren 
Bixler and Mrs. Rhonda 
Bixler resident of Goshen 
Indiana and Mr. Ronald 
J. Heggblod and Pa¬ 
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tricia L. Heggblod resi¬ 
dent of Wakefield Mas- 
sachuseffs. Mrs.Darline 
S. de Cuba represenfing 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mr. Ewald 


Biemans Owner and 
Managing Director of 
Bucufi Beach Resorf and 
Deborah Dinfelman Re¬ 
sort Manager. 

The main reason they re¬ 


turn to Aruba is because 
they consider Aruba to 
be the Happy Island, the 
great weather, white 
sand beaches and the 
local food. □ 



Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-FOR-l Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 


■ Open daily 6pm to 2am 
I Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

[/ •SPORTS BOOK 

' Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 




Where 7\ruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • S83.S000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 
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Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or canceiiation without prior notice. 
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In the Aruba International Beach Tennis Event at MooMba 

Dennis Martinez (Aruba) wins singie title Advanced Men over Brazil 





HADICURARI - If there 
would have been a prize 
for the most thrilling match 
lost Thursday at MooMba 
Beach, it would undoubt¬ 
edly have gone to the 
late-night Dennis Martinez 
(Aruba) - Joao Paulo Nun- 
an (Brazil) match. As many 
players and spectators 


started to pack it in for the 
evening, a total change in 
that match caused every¬ 
one to linger, watch and 
watch some more. 

At 1-6 it seemed that Joao 
Paulo would easily win the 
Advanced Men’s final, 
but Aruba’s ace-in-the- 
hole Dennis came back 


with a vengeance, taking 
the match to a tie-break 
at midnight. Cheered on 
by fellow Arubans, Dennis 
proceeded to win the tie- 
break and the song 
'We are the Champions’, 
the Wave and much merry¬ 
making was the result. The 
festivities went on until af¬ 
ter 2 am! For the rest Aruba 
had to bow to their op¬ 
ponents: Noortje Derksen 
for Fanny Rollet of France 
in the Advanced Women 
Category and a dedicated 
Alex Lovera to Marcos Sa of 
Brazil in the 50-i- Masters. 

The Pro Women and Men 
have their finals postponed 
to the awards night on 
Monday at The Village. 
There Flavia Muniz (Brazil) 
and Julie Labrit of France 
will battle it out for the La¬ 
dies’ Title and prize money. 
The Men’s Single will be 
between awesome Ales¬ 
sandro Calbucci from Italy, 
currently ranked number 
one in the ITF Beach Tennis 


Ranking and his country¬ 
man Luca Meliconi, 
ranked number 2 in the ITF 
ranking. 

The Nations Cup, held on 
Friday, once again saw 
some spectacular beach 
tennis. Participating coun¬ 
tries were USA, Venezuela, 
Italy, Brazil, St. Martin/Marti¬ 
nique and Aruba. 

For the upcoming week¬ 
end we can only suggest 
you come to MooMba 
Beach: you won’t believe 
your eyes! The level of play 
is incredibly high and enter¬ 
taining; there is lots of mu¬ 
sic, stunning beach wear to 
admire on lean, tight bods 
and much more. 

The sport of Beach Tennis 
is made for Aruba, where 
fun, sun and sea are com¬ 
bined with sand and sweat 
to make it complete. 

Main sponsors of the Aruba 
International Beach Ten¬ 
nis Event are Amstel Bright, 
AIno Kitchen, Aruba Aloe 
and Avis Car Rental. The 


Singles results are: 
Fun/Intermediate Men: 

1. Christoph LeRasle (St. 
Martin) 

2. Juan Joseph (St. Martin) 
Fun/Intermediate Women: 

1. Cecile Pougeol (France) 

2. Mariela Ganem (Venezu¬ 
ela) Advanced Men: 

1. Dennis Martinez (Aruba) 

2. Joao Paulo Nunan (Brazil) 
Advanced Women: 

1. Fanny Rollet (France) 

2. Noortje Derksen (Aruba) 
Masters (50 +) 

1. Marcos Sa (Brazil) 

2. Alex Lovera (Aruba) 
Single finals for the pro cat¬ 
egories are Monday No¬ 
vember 21 on the square in 
The Village (Mall) 

Pro Women Final at 6pm: 
Flavia Muniz (Brazil) - Julie 
Labrit (France) 

Pro Men Final at 7pm: 

Luca Meliconi (Italy) - Nr. 
2 ranking in the ITF Beach 
Tennis ranking 
Vs. Alessandro Calbucci 
(Italy) - Nr. 1 ranking in the 
ITF Beach Tennis ranking.Q 


More repeat visitors honored on Aruba!!!! 


Recently two very loyal 
and friendly members 
of the Marriott Ocean 
Club were honored as 
Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. Mr. Thomas 
and Mrs. Denise Trezza 
have been coming to 
Aruba for 13 consecu¬ 
tive years but came to 
Aruba for the first time 
in 1980 on their Honey¬ 
moon. Mr. Mark Silver- 
stein and Mrs. Susan 


Makowsky have been 
coming to Aruba for 12 
consecutive years but 
came to Aruba for the 
first time in 1978. 

Both couples love the 
Island very much and 
have brought a lot of 
friends and families 
to Aruba during the 
years they have been 
coming. The symbolic 
honorary title is pre¬ 
sented in the name of 


the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10 to 19 
consecutive years. The 
certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest 
Giel Representing the 
Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Mrs. 
Lillian Britten Director 
of Rooms operations 
of the Marriott Ocean 
Club.Q 











































Joe Paterno has lung cancer, son says 

Penn State football coach Joe Paterno leaves the Louis and Mildred Lasch Football Building on the school campus 
in State College, Po., Tuesday Nov. 8, 2011. 

Associated Press 
Pagel9 





Switzerland’s Roger Federer 
reacts after defeating Juan 
Monaco of Argentina during 
their match in the Paris Tennis 
Masters tournament, in Paris, 
Friday, Nov. 11,2011. 

Associated Press 

Federer targets 
another record 
in London 

CAROLINE CHEESE 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — A year 
dominated by Novak 
Djokovic could end with 
yet another record racked 
up by the enduring Roger 
Federer. 

Victory at the ATP World 
Tour Finals beginning Sun¬ 
day will give Federer a sixth 
title at the season-ending 
event, putting him one 
clear of Ivan Lendl and 
Pete Sampras. 

“It’s a motivation,” Federer 
said Friday ahead of the 
tournament for the year’s 
top eight players. “That I’ve 
been able to reach some 
of these incredible mile¬ 
stones has been amazing 
and it’s definitely been an 
extra motivation for me try¬ 
ing to equal them or trying 
to do something like they 
did. 

“It’s nice to be part of such 
an elite group, something 
so rare.” 

Continued on Page 20 
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Okla. St. women’s coaches die in Ark. piane crash 


JEFF LATZKE 
Associated Press 
STILLWATER, Oklahoma 
(AP) - A U S. women's 
basketball caach and his 
assistant were killed when 
the single-engine plane 
transporting them on a 
recruiting trip crashed in 
steep terrain in Arkansas, 
the university said Friday. 
Kurt Budke and Miranda 
Serna of Oklahoma State 
University died in the acci¬ 
dent Thursday afternoon. 
The pilot, 82-year-old 
Olin Branstetter, and his 
79-year-old wife, Paula, 
also died when the plane 
spiraled out of control 
and nosedived into the 
forest. 

There were no survivors. 
“This is our worst night¬ 
mare. The entire OSU 
family is very close, very 
close indeed,” OSU Presi¬ 
dent Burns Hargis said at 


a news conference. "To 
lose anyone, especially 
these two individuals who 
are incredible life forces 
in our family, it is worse 
beyond words.” 

The crash is the sec¬ 
ond major tragedy for 
the sports program in 
about a decade. In Janu¬ 
ary 2001,10 men affiliated 
with the university’s men's 
basketball team died in a 
plane crash. 

“When something like this 
happens and. Gad farbid 
it happened again, we 
have ta pull tagether as 
a family. We've got to try 
to do that,” Hargis said, as 
he broke down in tears. 
After the 2001 crash, 
the university required 
that planes used by the 
school’s sports team un¬ 
dergo safety checks be¬ 
fore travel. Hargis said 
coaches were not bound 



This Nov. 9,2011 photo shows Oklahoman State women’s basket¬ 
ball coach Kurt Budke and assistant coach Miranda Serna dur¬ 
ing an an exhibition women's NCAA college basketball game 
against Fort Hays State, in Stillwater, Okla. 

Associated Press 


by the same rules and 
that the school left such 
decisions to their discre¬ 
tion. 

Perry County Sheriff Scott 
Montgomery said hunters 
called emergency offi¬ 
cials Thursday after they 
heard the plane appar¬ 
ently in trauble, then saw 
it nosedive into a heavily 
waaded area. 

“The plane was spitting 
and sputtering and then 
it spiraled and went nose 
first into the ground,” 
Montgomery said. 

The National Transparta- 
tion Safety Board said it 
was sending investiga¬ 
tors, and that it could 
take nine manths ta de¬ 
termine the cause at the 
crash. 

FAA records showed 
that the plane was built 
in 1964 and registered to 
Branstetter. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
abouf fish, whaf our local 
wafers have fo offer, and 
whaf fhe words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

Whaf Herby cafches will be 
served in his resfauranf on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ff. 
Twin Engine Berfram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charfers on 
a daily basis from 8am fo 
12 noon and from 1 pm fo 




ujsi 10,000. 


Winners of Inti. LUMPS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go fo 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food resfauranf is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm fill 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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Joe Paterno has lung cancer, son says 



In this Oct. 25,2011 file photo, Penn State coach Joe Paterno an¬ 
swers questions during his weekly NCAA college football news 
conference. In State College, Pa. 



Phil Mickelson of the U.S. team 
hits out of a bunker on the 9th 
hole during the third round of 
the Presidents Cup golf tour¬ 
nament at Royal Melbourne 
Golf Course, in Melbourne, 
Australia, Saturday, Nov. 19, 
2011. 

Associated Press 

U.S. takes 
control at 
Presidents 
Cup 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Two perfect teams, and 
a point for Tiger Woods. 
That’s all the Americans 
needed to take an 11-6 
lead Saturday morning 
over the Internationals at 
the Presidents Cup. 

Phil Mickelson rolled in a 
50-foot birdie putt on the 
17th hole as he and Jim 
Furyk went to 3-0 at Royal 
Melbourne in the fifth and 
final foursomes match. In 
the leadoff match, Bubba 
Watson and Webb Simp¬ 
son stayed undefeated for 
the weekend. 

Woods, playing again with 
Dustin Johnson, finished 
off their 3-and-2 win with a 
20-foot birdie putt to beat 
Adam Scott and K.J. Choi. 
It was small payback from 
losing to that International 
team — along with Woods’ 
ex-caddie Steve Williams, 
who now carries the bag 
for Scott — in Thursday’s 
match. □ 



lAMinjHMcioHcuyistor 


GENARO C. ARMAS 
AP Sports Writer 
STATE COLLEGE, Pennsyl¬ 
vania (AP) — Former Penn 
State coach Joe Paterno, 
who lost his job last week 
in the wake of a child sex 
abuse scandal, has a treat¬ 
able form of lung cancer, 
according to his son. 

Scott Paterno said in a 
statement provided to 
The Associated Press by a 
family representative on 
Friday that the 84-year-old 
Joe Paterno is undergoing 
treatment and that “his 
doctors are optimistic he 
will make a full recovery." 
“As everyone can appreci¬ 
ate, this is a deeply person¬ 
al matter for my parents, 
and we simply ask that his 
privacy be respected as he 
proceeds with treatment,” 
Scott Paterno said in a brief 
statement. 

The announcement came 
less than an hour after 
Penn State said the NCAA 
would examine how school 
officials handled a scandal 
that shocked the campus 
and cost Paterno a job he 
held 46 years. 

Scott Paterno said the di¬ 
agnosis was made during a 
follow-up visit last weekend 
for a bronchial illness. 

Earlier Friday, The Citizens 
Voice of Wilkes-Barre re¬ 
ported that Paterno had 
been seen Wednesday 
visiting the Mount Nittany 
Medical Center and was 
treated for an undisclosed 
ailment and released. 
Paterno was fired last week 
in the aftermath of accusa¬ 


tions against former defen¬ 
sive coordinator Jerry San¬ 
dusky, who is charged with 
sexually abusing eight boys 
over 15 years. Critics say 
Paterno should have done 
more to stop the abuse that 
a state grand jury detailed 
in a 23-page report — in 
particular one assault in 
2002 . 

Paterno initially announced 
his retirement effective at 
the end of the season. But 
university trustees fired him 
about 12 hours later, on the 
evening of Nov. 9. 

The lurid scandal has tar¬ 
nished the reputation of a 
coach and a football pro- 


Associated Press 

gram that once prided it¬ 
self on the slogan “Success 
with Honor.” The Hall of 
Famer’s 409 career victories 
are a Division I record. In all, 
Paterno guided five teams 
to unbeaten, untied sea¬ 
sons, and won two national 
championships. 

Sandusky was once expect¬ 
ed to succeed Paterno but 
retired in 1999 not long after 
being told he wouldn’t get 
the job. 

Two university officials 
stepped down after they 
were charged with lying 
to a grand jury and failing 
to report the 2002 charge 
to police, an assault which 


allegedly took place in a 
shower in the football build¬ 
ing. 

The grand jury report said 
the attack was witnessed 
by Mike McQueary, a 
graduate assistant at the 
time. Now the receivers 
coach but on administra¬ 
tive leave, McQueary told 
the grand jury he went to 
his father first and then to 
Paterno, who in turn told 
a university superior but 
didn’t go to the police. 
When the state’s top cop 
said Paterno failed to exe¬ 
cute his moral responsibility 
by not contacting police, 
public outrage built and 
the trustees acted. 

Besides the criminal inves¬ 
tigation, the university an¬ 
nounced last week it was 
conducting its own probe 
before the NCAA said Fri¬ 
day that the organization 
would take its own look. 
NCAA president Mark Em- 
mert said in the letter to 
Penn State president Rod 
Erickson that the governing 
body for college sports will 
look at “Penn State’s exer¬ 
cise of institutional control 
over its intercollegiate ath¬ 
letics programs.” 

That once was never a 
question with Paterno, re¬ 
garded as college foot¬ 
ball’s model for running a 
clean program. He placed 
as much pride in graduat¬ 
ing players as getting to 
bowl games, and con¬ 
sistently had Penn State 
among the top-rated ac¬ 
ademic programs in the 
country.Q 
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Flyin’ high: Read lifts Philadelphia past Phoenix 2-1 



Philadelphia Flyers’ Matt Read (24) celebrates after scoring the 
game-winning goal as Phoenix Coyotes’ Mikkel Boedker (89), of 
Denmark, skates by in the third period of an NHL hockey game, 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011, in Philadelphia. Phiiadelphia won 2-1. 

Associated Press 



Swiss tennis piayer Roger Federer holds his trophy after defeat¬ 
ing France’s Wilfried Tsonga in the finai match of the Paris Tennis 
Masters tournament, Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, in Paris, France. 


Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Matt 
Read knocked in a re¬ 
bound with 18.6 seconds 
left to lift the Philadelphia 
Flyers to o 2-1 win over the 
Phoenix Coyotes on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Read’s sixth goal of the 
season mode o winner out 
of goalie Ilya Bryzgalov in 
his first gome against the 
Coyotes. Bryzgalov spent 
four years with Phoenix and 
blossomed into one of the 
NHL’s top goalies. 

James von Riemsdyk 
scored for the Flyers. Mikkel 
Boedker hod the lone goal 
for the Coyotes. 

Mike Smith stopped 40 
shots for Phoenix. 

Flyers forward Joromir Jogr 
left with on undisclosed 
lower body injury in the first 
period. 

LIGHTNING 4, PENGUINS 1 

At Tompo, Florida, Dwayne 
Roloson mode 33 saves 
and Vincent Lecovolier 


Federer 

Continued on Page 20 

While Djokovic nurses the 
shoulder injury that has put 
o slight dampener on o 
standout season of 69 wins, 
4 losses and 10 titles, Feder¬ 
er, the oldest of the eight 
qualifiers at 30, is fit and in 
prime form. 

Following o six-week break, 
the 16-time Grand Slam 
champion picked up back- 
to-back titles in Basel and 
Paris to odd some shine to 
o somewhat disappointing 
season by his standards. 

His ranking has slipped to 
No. 4 after reaching only 
one Grand Slam final and 
his recent titles were his first 
since January. 

Federer has been drawn 
in o group with Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga of France, Mordy 
Fish of the United States 
and longtime rival Rafael 
Nodal, who he beat in lost 
year’s final to draw level 
with Lendl and Sampras. 
Nodal still leads their head- 
to-head record 17-8. 

“It is very special, I always 
enjoy playing against 
Rata," Federer said. “It 
goes without saying that I 
enjoyed that match (last 
year’s final) but I also en¬ 
joyed the matches I lost like 


the Wimbledon finals, the 
Rome finals — we've had 
some epic battles against 
each other and I’m happy 
that we have another one 
here.” 

Before that, Federer opens 
his campaign with a sev¬ 
enth match of the year 
against Tsonga on Sunday. 
After a quarterfinal loss to 
the Frenchman at Wimble¬ 
don, 

Federer knows he is up 
against a dangerous op¬ 
ponent. 

“He can win a match by 
force,” said Federer, who 
beat Tsonga in the Paris fi¬ 
nal. 

The top-seeded Djokovic 
waits until Monday to begin 
his tournament against To¬ 
mas Berdych of the Czech 
Republic, when Andy Mur¬ 
ray also meets David Ferrer 
of Spain in Group A. 

In Sunday's other Group 
B match. Nodal returns 
to action for the first time 
since mid-October with a 
match against first-time 
qualifier Fish. 

The 25-year-old Spaniard 
took a five-week break “to 
recover a little bit physically 
and mentally” following a 
surprise loss to Florian May¬ 
er in Shanghai. 


However, Nodal was keen 
to emphasize that he 
didn't spend that time wor¬ 
rying about how to stop 
Djokovic, 

the player who has beaten 
him in six finals this year and 
taken his top ranking. 

“All my life I worked for my¬ 
self, to improve myself. I 
am not working every day 
thinking about Novak,” 
Nodal said. “Novak is hav¬ 
ing an unbelievable sea¬ 
son, it's very difficult to re¬ 
peat this level of tennis, it’s 
very, very hard. 

“If I improve my level, he’s 
not going to be at this level 


had two goals as Tampa 
Bay beat Pittsburgh. 

Brett Connolly and Steve 
Downie also scored for 
the Lightning, who have 
won six consecutive home 
games. 

Pittsburgh got a third-pe¬ 
riod goal from Tyler Ken¬ 
nedy. 

Roloson stopped an in¬ 
close shot by Steve Sullivan 
in the first. 

He also made several 
strong saves, including a 
lunging pad stop on Sulli¬ 
van’s backhander during a 
late second-period power 
play. 

ISLANDERS 4, CANADIENS 3 

At Uniondale, New York, 
Rick DiPietro made 24 saves 
in relief of injured starter Ev¬ 
geni Nabokov, and Matt 
Moulson scored a key goal 
in the New York Islanders' 
win over Montreal. 

P.A. Parenteau, Jay Pan- 
dolfo, and Mark Streit also 
scored for the Islanders, 


oil his career. The rest of the 
people will have chances 
too. Djokovic is not a goal 
for me. For me, a goal is to 
be a better player than last 
year.” 

In any case, with three titles 
and another Davis Cup fi¬ 
nal with Spain to look for¬ 
ward to. 

Nodal doesn’t believe this 
season has been a disaster. 
“I played the final of the 
last three Grand Slams, 
and I played a good sea¬ 
son. I lost a few important 
matches this season but 
I won a few tournaments 
too,” he said. □ 


who had lost four straight 
(0-3-1). New York, which 
scored all of its goals in the 
second period, held on af¬ 
ter taking a 3-0 lead. 

Max Pacioretty, Erik Cole 
and Brian Gionta scored 
for the Conadiens, and Pe¬ 
ter Budaj stopped 29 shots. 
Montreal hod won three of 
four. 

BRUINS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1, 
SO 

At Boston, Tuukka Rask 
made 30 saves through 
overtime, then stopped 
Columbus’ Antoine Ver- 
mette in the shootout as 
Boston beat Columbus for 
its seventh straight win. 

Rich Peverley and David 
Krejci scored to put Boston 
ahead 2-1 in the shootout, 
and Rask ended it by ston¬ 
ing Vermette. 

Adam McQuaid scored his 
first goal of the season for 
the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, who nearly lost 
to the team with the worst 
record in the NHL. Derek 
Mackenzie gave the Blue 
Jackets (3-13-2) a 1-0 lead 
early in the second period. 
BLUES 4, PANTHERS 1 
At St. Louis, David Backes 
scored twice and Jaroslov 
Halak stopped 20 shots as 
St. Louis beat Florida. 

Chris Porter had his first 
goal of the season and Kris 
Russell added his second 
with St. Louis as the Blues 
finished a 4-0-1 homestand 
for new coach Ken Hitch¬ 
cock. 

The Panthers, who lead the 
NHL with seven road wins, 
had their four-game, road¬ 
winning streak snapped. 
They got a goal from Mike 
Santorelli and 28 saves from 
Jose Theodore. 

WILD 1, AVALANCHED 
At St. Paul, Minnesota, Nik- 
las Backstrom stopped 27 
shots for his second shutout 
of the season, and Devin 
Setoguchi scored the 

game’s only goal with 2:31 
left to give Minnesota a win 
over Colorado. 

Backstrom earned his 
24th NHL shutout and the 
Wild's third this season in 19 
games. Minnesota has won 
three straight and eight of 
lO.Jean-Sebastien Giguere 
made 17 saves for the Av¬ 
alanche, who have lost 
three straight and four of 
five.Q 
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the Belgian way! 


Early Bird 

5pnn-7pm # 
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NFL Preview 


49ers turn to conquering 

NFC West division 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Now 

that the San Francisco 
49ers have established their 
dominance over most ot 
the rest of the NFL, it’s time 
to put away their division. 
The first step in what could 
be a very early clinching 
of the NFC West comes 
Sunday at home against 
the Arizona Cardinals. The 
49ers have built their 8-1 
record, second only to the 
Green Bay Packers’ per¬ 
fect 9-0, with only one win 
in the division, beating the 
Seattle Seahawks in the 
season opener. Now San 
Francisco gets a hefty dose 
of NFC West foes, a good 
thing considering the rest 
of the division has a com¬ 
bined win-loss record of 
only 8-19. 

The 49ers have won the 
last four meetings with the 
Cardinals, who were held 
to 13 total points in the 
two games last season. 
And those Niners weren’t 
anything like these Niners 
under new coach Jim Har- 
baugh. 

"This is not a trap game for 
us. 

This is a rivalry game,’’ 49ers 
left tackle Joe Staley said. 
"We expect the best effort 
out of them. 

It’s always a very physi¬ 
cal game regardless of re¬ 
cords. We came into their 
place when they went to 
the Super Bowl that year 
(2008), went to their house 
and beat them. We had a 
bad record that year.” 
Indeed, San Francisco went 
7-9 then; it already has sur¬ 
passed that victory total. 
The Cardinals have shown 
some progress recently and 
won their last two games by 
excelling — or getting lucky 


— in the last quarters. 

"I’m not going to say that 
we are 100 percent there or 
that we are very proficient 
at it now,” Cardinals coach 
Ken Whisenhunt said, "but 
it’s nice to have been able 
to make the plays, move 
the ball, and score touch¬ 
downs in a situation where 
we needed to do that.” 

The other two division teams 
also go at it, with Seattle at 
the St. Louis Rams. Neither 
team is thinking playoffs 
right now. 

Seattle comes off an en¬ 
ergizing upset of Baltimore 
and has seen running back 
Marshawn Lynch break out. 
The Rams have won two 
of three, the loss coming in 
overtime at Arizona, as their 
top runner, Steven Jackson, 
has stepped up. 

The Cincinnati Bengals trav¬ 
el to the Baltimore Ravens 
with identical 6-3 records, 
with a bonus prize of ty¬ 
ing idle Pittsburgh atop the 
NFC North. 

But this is much more of a 
statement game for Cincin¬ 
nati, whose six victories are 
against teams with a com¬ 
bined 22-36 record. 

"If you want to make a play¬ 
off run, if you want position 
and you want a chance to 
extend your season, then 
all seven of these games 
matter and this is the next 
one,” Bengals left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth said. "All 
seven of these, to me, are 
extremely important.” 
Baltimore will be angry 
with itself after following 
a comeback win at Pitts¬ 
burgh with a dud effort in 
Seattle. 

"They weren’t in our confer¬ 
ence, but at the same time, 
you want to beat the teams 
that you are supposed to 
beat,” said running back 
Ray Rice, who got only 


27 yards on five carries 
against the Seahawks. "It 
was one of those situa¬ 
tions where they got after 
us pretty good, and it was 
pretty emotional.” 

Also on Sunday, it’s Tampa 
Bay at Green Bay, San Di¬ 
ego at Chicago, Tennes¬ 
see at Atlanta, Carolina at 
Detroit, Philadelphia at the 
New York Giants, Dallas at 
Washington, Oakland at 
Minnesota, Buffalo at Mi¬ 
ami, and Jacksonville at 
Cleveland. 

On Monday, Kansas City is 
at New England. 

Off this week are New Or¬ 
leans, Houston, Pittsburgh 
and Indianapolis.Q 



San Francisco 49ers cornerback Carlos Rogers celebrates after 
making an interception in the fourth quarter of an NFL football 
game against the New York Giants in San Francisco, Sunday, 
Nov. 13, 2011. With him is cornerback Tarell Brown (25). 

Associated Press 


FOR SALE 


ENTRY-lEVEl SCREEN 


Entry Le-vel Manual Carnnenit Printer 

The V-1000 is Uie newest Vastex nrtanual garment printer designed to 
meet the needs of the entry level screen printer. The V-lOOO uses the 
industry's must unique floating head design. Accurate registration can be 
achieved without the high cost associated with rnachihes of this Cdpaoity. 

Entry Level Duai Heater Infrared Conveyor Dryer 

Economical dual heater dryer for eniry-level shops that require medium 

production input. Capable of 160-200* pcs/hr/chamber. 

Entry Level Flash Cure Unit 

Entry Level Ultraviolet Screen Exposing Unils 

VASTEX SUPPLY KITS 

Screens - decreaser - E mulsion - Scoopcoaler - Squeegees * Racks & 
Much More. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 593-1424 
OR EMAIL: incimprints@gmail.Goiii 
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Hester not surprised NFL teams kick to him 



Chicago Bears wide receiver Devin Hester (23) celebrates with 
teammate Charles Tillman (33) atter Hester scored on an 82- 
yard punt return in the first half of an NFL football game against 
the Detroit Lions, Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW SELIGMAN 

AP Sports Writer 

LAKE FOREST, Illinois (AP) — 

There's at least one person 
in the NFL who doesn't think 
kicking to Devin Hester is o 
bad idea — him. 

The Chicago Bears' super- 
star return specialist soys 
he's not surprised when 
teams kick to him even 
though he continues to re¬ 
write the record book. 

He said the odds still don't 
favor him, and changing a 
gome plan for one player 
is “too much" for a special 
teams unit no matter how 
dominant he is. 

The league's all-time lead¬ 
er in combined kick-return 
touchdowns (17), including 
an NFL-record 12 on punt 
returns, he was particularly 
dangerous last week as the 
Bears pounded the Detroit 
Lions. 

He ran back three punts 
for 122 yards in just one half 
before leaving the game 
and ran one back 82 yards 
to the end zone despite 
strep throat, swollen tonsils, 
high fever and a sprained 
ankle. 

“When you're sick, you're 
just in a relaxing mode," 


Hester said. “You're just re¬ 
ally living life up, living it up. 
I wasn't stressed out or any¬ 
thing. I was just out there 
being ready." 

Despite his ailments, he de¬ 
livered the sort of perfor¬ 
mance that again raised 
the question: Why kick to 
him? 

San Diego Chargers coach 
Norv Turner made it clear 
they will proceed with cau¬ 
tion when they visit the 
Bears on Sunday. 

Some teams will simply kick 


it out of bounds or try to pin 
him along the sideline, as 
deep as they can. They'll 
hang the ball to give the 
coverage team enough 
time to close in on him, 
maybe forcing a fair catch, 
knowing that they might be 
sacrificing field position a 
bit. 

Either way, they know all 


bets are off when the ball 
is in his hands, that he's ca¬ 
pable of reaching the end 
zone any time he touches 
it. 

So the question is whether 
to take the risk or trust their 
coverage team. The score 
might dictate that, and so 
could the conditions. 

“We have an outstand¬ 
ing punter (Mike Scifres) 
and we've come a long 
ways; we've improved a 
great deal in our coverage 
teams,” Turner said. “But it's 
not a deal where you want 
to put our guys out there 
and say, ‘Go cover him.' 
We have to have a plan 
and we do have a plan. 
That plan has to be flexible 
because we're aware that 
we're in a stadium where 
the elements will be a big 
part of it. A lot of it as far as 
how you kick the ball and 
what your approach is has 
to do with where you're 
punting from. 

“Certainly, I'm not anxious 
to give him a nice softball 


down the middle, let him 
catch it between the hash¬ 
es and let's see how we 
can cover.” 

The Chargers are allowing 
26.5 yards per punt return 
and rank 27th in that cate¬ 
gory, so on the surface, this 
doesn't look like a great 
matchup. But they were 
able to take Hester out of 
the game the last time they 
played the Bears in 2007, 
limiting him to one kickoff 
return in a 14-3 victory over 
Chicago. 

This season, he is averaging 
20.1 yards on punt returns 
and has two touchdowns. 
On kickoff returns, Hester's 
averaging 24.0 yards and 
had a 98-yard touchdown 
against Minnesota last 
month. 

Throw in a missed field goal 
that he ran back 108 yards 
against the New York Gi¬ 
ants in 2006 and he has 
18 return touchdowns in 
his career — one shy of 
his friend Deion Sanders' 
record. □ 


Tebow, Broncos top Jets 
17-13 on last-minute drive 


JEEP TOUR ADVENTURE! 


HUNGRY FOR 
THRILLING FUN 
& AVVFNTURF? 


FEEL THE APHENALINE RUSH 
WITH A 6-HOUR OFF-ROAD ADVENTURE TO 
THE NATURAL POOL AND BEYOND. 

WE GIVE YOU MUCH MORE FOR 
MUCH LESS OR YOUR MONEY BACKl 

INCLUDED: SNACKS, REFRESHMENTS ^ AN 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT DINNER BUFFET AT 
PALM BEACH CVALUE: $ 3SX 

FREE PICK-UP a DROP-OFF! 

PR/CF: C/SP F7 /yp 
SRrURRRrS d SUJVRRFS 
FROM /V:00 TO F0:00. 

I/M/FFP RHR/lRPU/rr/ 

POOF FOPK: OR 7VVOOOO 

WE AT ALL-DRIVE CAR RENTAL OFFER YOU A REGULAR 

UZE CAR FOR $30 P/DAYl 





Denver Broncos quarterback 
Tim Tebow reacts after scor¬ 
ing a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter against the New York 
Jets in an NFL footbaii game, 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011, in 
Denver. Denver won 17-13. 

Associated Press 

ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
DENVER (AP) — Tim 

Tebow's 20-yard touch¬ 
down run with 58 seconds 
left capped a 95-yard drive 
and sent the Denver Bron¬ 
cos to a 17-13 victory over 


the stunned New York Jets 
on Thursday. 

Tebow saw the blitz and 
outflanked safety Eric Smith 
around the left edge, then 
cut back and bulled his 
way past other Jets into the 
end zone. 

Mark Sanchez's despera¬ 
tion pass toward the end 
zone was batted down as 
time expired. 

Nick Folk's 45-yard field 
goal broke a 10-10 tie 
with 9:14 remaining, and 
the Broncos found them¬ 
selves facing a daunting 
task when they got the ball 
back with 5:54 left at their 
own 5. 

New York safety Jim Leon¬ 
hard could have throttled 
Denver's winning drive 
on the first play when he 
wrapped up Eddie Royal in 
the end zone on a throw to 
the right flat, 

but Royal wiggled free for 8 
yards. 

Tebow ran just twice for 11 
yards until the final drive, 
when he carried seven 
times for 58 yards in a per¬ 


formance reminiscent of his 
miracle in Miami, when he 
was ineffective for 55 min¬ 
utes, 

then led the Broncos to two 
TDs in the final 5 minutes 
of a game Denver won in 
overtime. 

After completing just two 
passes in a win at Kan¬ 
sas City four days earlier, 
Tebow completed 9 of 20 
passes for 104 yards Thurs¬ 
day night.“I said before, I 
trust him. I trust him with ev¬ 
erything," teammate Von 
Miller said about Tebow. 
“No matter how many in¬ 
terceptions he throws, no 
matter how many touch¬ 
downs he throws. I'm go¬ 
ing to ride him to the end. 

I hope he shut up a bunch 
of his critics today.” 

Before Denver's unortho¬ 
dox option offense pre¬ 
vailed again, it appeared 
the Jets were going to 
win this one thanks to an 
oddball touchdown — 
left guard Matt Slauson's 
fumble recovery for a 
touchdown. □ 
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Research firm: Amazon 
sells $199 tablet at a loss 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon, 
com Inc.’s Kindle Fire tab¬ 
let, which started shipping 
this week, costs $201.70 to 
moke, o research firm said 
Friday. That's $2.70 more 
than Amazon charges for 
it. 

The analysis by IFIS indicates 
that Amazon is, at least ini¬ 
tially, selling the tablet at a 
loss that it hopes to cover 
through sales of books and 
movies for the device. The 
manufacturing cost of a 
new gadget usually comes 
down over time as chips 
become cheaper. 

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos 
told The Associated Press in 
September that the com¬ 
pany’s goal was to moke o 
small profit from the hard¬ 
ware, but as a retail com¬ 
pany, Amazon was willing 
to live with a smaller margin 
than most electronics com¬ 
panies would. 

“We want the hardware 
device to be profitable 
and the content to be 
profitable. We really don’t 
wont to subsidize one with 
the other,” Bezos said. 

IFIS’s estimate includes the 
cost of components and 
assembly, but not the costs 
of development, marketing 
or packaging. The most ex¬ 
pensive part of the Kindle 
Fire is the 7-inch (17-centi- 



This file photograph taken 
Sept. 28, 2011, shows the Kin¬ 
dle Fire at a news conference, 
in New York 

Associated Press 

meter) color touch screen, 
which costs $87. 

Amazon kept the cost of 
the tablet low compared 
to Apple Inc.’s iPod and 
similar tablets by making it 
smaller — the screen is half 
the size of that for the iPad 
— keeping the amount of 
memory low and exclud¬ 
ing a camera and micro¬ 
phone. 

But the difference in man¬ 
ufacturing cost is much 
smaller than the differ¬ 
ence in retail price: IFIS 
puts the cost of the basic 
iPad 2 model at just under 
$300, while Apple sells it for 
$499.a 



AP Interview: Internet 


tax a states’ rights issue 


By BEN NEARY 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — 

Before he became a U.S. 
senator, Mike Enzi ran a 
shoe store and was mayor 
of Gillette, in the heart of 
Wyoming’s coal country. 
Making payroll as a small 
businessman and sticking 
to o budget as a local gov¬ 
ernment official drives Enzi 
now as he leads o biparti¬ 
san group of senators push¬ 
ing legislation to help states 
recover billions in sales tax¬ 
es they’re losing to Internet 
sales. 

“We need to fix this so that 
the loophole doesn’t exist 
anymore, and that will take 
care of those local gov¬ 
ernments without the fed¬ 
eral government having to 
raise more taxes for them,” 
Wyoming’s senior Republi¬ 
can senator told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press in an interview 
this week. 

Under the Market¬ 
place Fairness Act, the 
45 states with state sales 



This Sept. 14, 2011 file photo 
shows Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., 
at the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 

taxes could require online 
retailers that sell more than 
$500,000 a year to collect 
sales taxes for them regard¬ 
less of where those retailers 
are headquartered. 
Internet retailers currently 
must collect sales tax only 
for those states they have a 
presence in, such as a store 


or an office. 

In some cases, online con¬ 
sumers are required to pay 
tax to their home state but 
don’t always do so. 

States striving to make ends 
meet in tough times will 
lose more than $23 billion 
in uncollected soles taxes 
in 2012, the National Con¬ 
ference of State Legisla¬ 
tures estimates. 

“I used to be a retailer, and 
I find it discouraging when 
somebody comes in and 
they pick something up 
and they say, ‘Now if you’ll 
sell it to me without the 
sales tax. I’ll buy it,”’ Enzi 
said. 

“And you soy, ‘Well that 
would be illegal, 

I can’t do that.’ And they 
come up with some alter¬ 
nate plans for how you 
could ship it out of state for 
them. But if you’re a brick- 
and-mortar business, if you 
actually live in the com¬ 
munity, then that’s not an 
option.Q 


CERN excludes 1 error in 
faster-than-light finding 



In this Sept. 27,2011 file photo, 
a bust of Albert Einstein, made 
from Legos Is seen outside the 
entrance to Lego Technic at 
Legoland Florida in Winter Ha¬ 
ven, Fia.Associated Press 

FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The odds 
have shrunk that Einstein 
was wrong about o funda¬ 
mental law of the Universe. 
Scientists at the world’s big¬ 
gest physics lab said Friday 
they have ruled out one 


possible error that could 
have distorted startling 
measurements appearing 
to show particles traveling 
faster than light. 

Many physicists reacted 
with skepticism in Septem¬ 
ber when measurements 
by French and Italian re¬ 
searchers seemed to show 
subatomic neutrino parti¬ 
cles breaking what Einstein 
considered the ultimate 
speed barrier. 

The European Organization 
for Nuclear Research said 
more precise testing has 
now confirmed the accu¬ 
racy of at least one part of 
the experiment. 

“One key test was to repeat 
the measurement with very 
short beam pulses,” the 
Geneva-based organiza¬ 
tion, known by its French 
acronym CERN, said in a 
statement. 

The test allowed scientists 
to check if the starting time 
for the neutrinos was being 


measured correctly before 
they were fired 454 miles 
underground from Geneva 
to a lab in Italy. 

The results matched those 
from the previous test, 
“ruling out one potential 
source of systematic error,” 
said CERN. 

Still, scientists stressed that 
only independent mea¬ 
surements by labs else¬ 
where would allow them 
to declare the results of 
their experiment a genuine 
finding. “A measurement 
so delicate and carrying 
a profound implication on 
physics requires an extraor¬ 
dinary level of scrutiny,” 
said Fernando Ferroni, pres¬ 
ident of Italian Institute for 
Nuclear Physics. “The posi¬ 
tive outcome of the test 
makes us more confident in 
the result, although a final 
word con only be said by 
analogous measurements 
performed elsewhere in the 
world.”□ 
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Stocks end little changed as Europe worries ease 



A man walks in front of the electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo, Friday, Nov. 18, 
2011. Asian stocks siumped Friday after a spike in Spanish government borrowing costs added to 
the uncertainty over Europe’s debt crisis and investors braced themselves for China housing data. 
Japan's Nikkei 225 index slid 1.3 percent to 8,367.24. 

(AP Photo/ltsuo Inouye) 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
finished about where they 
started Friday as investors 
balanced positive signs 
for the U.S. economy with 
a looming deadline for a 
deficit-cutting committee 
in Congress. Steep declines 
earlier in the week left the 
market with its worst weekly 
loss since September. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage gained 25.43 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to close at 
11,796.16. The Dow trad¬ 
ed in a relatively narrow 
range, rising as many as 84 
points and falling as many 
as 15. Hewlett-Packard Co. 
jumped 2.6 percent, the 
most of the 30 stocks in the 
index, on an analyst up¬ 
grade. 

The Conference Board's in¬ 
dex of leading economic 
indicators rose more than 
Wall Street analysts were 
expecting, a sign that the 
economy may pick up in 
the coming months. But 
many investors were cau¬ 
tious as a key Congressio¬ 
nal committee remained 
deadlocked on ways to cut 
the U.S. budget deficit. 

A bipartisan panel must 
agree on making at least 
$1.2 trillion in deficit cuts by 
Thanksgiving. If the com¬ 
mittee fails and Congress 
takes no other action, au¬ 
tomatic spending cuts will 
take effect beginning in 
2013. Economists worry that 
a deadlocked Congress will 
erode business confidence 
and slow the already-frag- 
ile economy. 


The Standard and Poor’s 
500 lost 0.48 point, or 
less than 0.1 percent, to 
1,215.65. 

Telecommunications and 
technology stocks fell 
broadly. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite slid 15.49, or 0.6 per¬ 
cent, to 2,572.50. Sales- 
force.com plunged 10 
percent after its quarterly 
results came in below esti¬ 
mates. 

The Dow is down 2.9 per¬ 
cent for the week. Broader 
indexes fell even more. The 


S&P 500 lost 3.8 percent, the 
Nasdaq 4 percent. The mar¬ 
ket fell sharply Wednesday 
and Thursday on worries that 
Europe's debt crisis could 
spread and hurt U.S. banks. 
Encouraging economic re¬ 
ports this week — including a 
drop in un employment ap¬ 
plications and an increase 
in industrial production — 
did little to help the market 
because a European melt¬ 
down would easily drag 
down the U.S. economy, 
said Kim Caughey Forrest, 


equity research analyst at 
Fort Pitt Capital Group. 
“Our economy might be 
improving, but the fixa¬ 
tion is on what's going to 
happen with the world 
banking system if de¬ 
faults happen in Europe,” 
she said. She said inves¬ 
tors are reluctant to take 
big positions because no 
one knows how Europe's 
problems will be resolved, 
or how U.S. compa¬ 
nies’ future profits will be 
affected. □ 


Euro rises 
against doiiar 

NEW YORK (AP) — The euro 
rose against the dollar Fri¬ 
day on speculation that 
the International Monetary 
Fund may help with Eu¬ 
rope’s debt crisis. Traders 
are also buying euros be¬ 
cause borrowing rates in 
Italy and Spain eased. 

The rumor is that the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank may 
loan money to the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund to 
help bail out troubled na¬ 
tions, said Kathy Lien, direc¬ 
tor of currency research at 
GFT. 

“Traders are desperate for 
good news and this is one 
of the very few proposals 
that could actually work if 
not for opposition from the 
Germans,” said Lien. 

The euro rose to $1.3518 
in late Friday from $1.3466 
late Thursday. 

Easing borrowing rates in It¬ 
aly and Spain also boosted 
the euro. That was a sign 
investors are less worried 
about a default by those 
countries. The euro has 
been falling against the 
dollar for four days as bor¬ 
rowing rates rose in those 
countries. 

The British pound $1.5787 
from $1.5758. The dollar 
rose to 76.97 Japanese yen 
from 76.95 Japanese yen. 
It fell to 0.9177 Swiss franc 
from 0.9198 Swiss franc and 
to 1.0266 Canadian dol¬ 
lar from 1.0280 Canadian 
dollar.Q 


Rise in economic gauge suggests brighter outiook 


Moody’s 

ANALYTiCS 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

latest evidence that the 
U.S. economy is making 
steady gains emerged Fri¬ 
day from a gauge of future 
economic activity, which 
rose in October at the fast¬ 
est pace in eight months. 

A string of better-than- 
expected economic re¬ 
ports this month has led 
some analysts to revise up 
their forecasts for growth. 
Still, they caution that their 
brighter outlook remains 
under threat from Europe’s 
financial crisis. “Things are 
looking better than we 
thought they would — not 


great, but better,” said 
David Wyss, former chief 
economist at Standard & 
Poor's. The most recent sign 
was Friday’s report by the 
Conference Board that its 
index of leading economic 
indicators surged 0.9 per¬ 
cent last month. It was the 
index’s best showing since 
February. And it was far 


faster than the increases of 
0.1 percent September and 
0.3 percent in August. The 
index is designed to predict 
economic activity. The Oc¬ 
tober figure marked the sixth 
straight increase. 

The jump reflected gains in 
nine of the index's 10 com¬ 
ponents. Leading the way: 
a surge in permits for home 


construction; a narrower 
gap between short- and 
long-term interest rates 
that suggested less con¬ 
cern about inflation; a 
recovery in stock prices; 
and growth in the U.S. 
money supply. A longer 
average workweek and 
fewer applications for 
unemployment benefits 
also contributed to the 
rise in the index.n All told, 
the components of the 
index signaled that the 
economy is steadily, if still 
slowly, strengthening. On 
Thursday, the government 
reported further improve¬ 
ment in the number of 
people seeking unem¬ 


ployment benefits for the 
first time. The number fell to 
388,000, the fewest since 
April. In October, the econ¬ 
omy added a net total of 
80,000 jobs. It was the 13th 
straight month of gains. Still, 
the additional jobs were 
fewer than the roughly 
125,000 that are needed 
each month just to keep up 
with population growth. 
Many economists said the 
October gain in the lead¬ 
ing indicators offered fur¬ 
ther assurance that the 
economy is in no imminent 
danger of slipping back 
into a recession, so long as 
Europe doesn't fall into a 
severe downturn.□ 
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WTO panel favors Mexico, 
Canada on US label rules 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The world’s 
top trade body ruled Friday 
that U.S. “country of origin” 
labels on cattle and hog 
exports from Canada and 
Mexico violate internation¬ 
al rules, a move that could 
lower prices on those ex¬ 
ports. 

In late 2009, the Geneva- 
based World Trade Organi¬ 
zation opened an investiga¬ 
tion into U.S. labeling rules at 
the request of Canada and 
Mexico. 

The “country of origin” la¬ 
beling regulation took ef¬ 
fect in 2008. Canada and 
Mexico each claimed their 
livestock industries were hurt 
by a sharp drop in U.S. cattle 
and hog imports because 
the labeling raised the costs 
and discouraged imports of 
their produce. 

Under country-of-origin la¬ 
beling, foreign cattle and 
pigs had to be segregated 
in U.S. feedlots and pack¬ 
ing plants, prompting some 
firms to only deal with Amer¬ 
ican livestock. Foreign ani¬ 
mals were also required to 
have more documentation 
about where they come 
from and, in the case of 
cattle, had to have tags 
that indicated they were 
free of mad cow disease. 
Mexico joined Canada in 
opposing the country-of- 
origin labeling for fresh beef 
and pork by filing a trade 
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complaint. The WTO panel 
said Friday that Canadian 
and Mexican livestock im¬ 
ports got “treatment less 
favorable than” U.S. do¬ 
mestic livestock. 

The U.S. Trade Represen¬ 
tative’s office said it was 
considering all options, in¬ 
cluding appealing the de¬ 
cision. But spokeswoman 
Andrea Mead said the 
U.S. was pleased the WTO 
panel “affirmed the right of 
the United States to require 
country of origin labeling 
for meat products.” 

The Washington-based 
advocacy group Public 
Citizen denounced the rul¬ 
ing as another ill-advised 
WTO move against popu¬ 
lar U.S. consumer and en¬ 
vironmental measures, like 
the WTO’s decisions on U.S. 
“dolphin-safe” labels and 
on a U.S. ban on some can¬ 
dy and flavored cigarettes. 
Lori Wallach, director of 
the group’s Global Trade 
Watch program, said the 
latest ruling will see “major 
agribusiness corporations 
being free to sell mystery 
meat in the United States” 
without adequate safe¬ 
guards. 

Canada, whose biggest 
foreign market for cattle 
and hogs is the United 
States, said its cattle exports 
dropped 23 percent and its 
hog exports dropped 36 
percent between 2007 and 
2009. 

Mexico also said its cat¬ 
tle exports to the United 
States — more than half 
a billion dollars a year — 
were hurt unfairly by what 
it called the “protectionist” 
labeling.Q 


Oil price ends the week below $98 a barrel 



CHRIS KAHN 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oil pric¬ 
es dropped below $98 per 
barrel Friday to the end a 
volatile week that mixed 
jitters about Europe’s debt 
with the prospect of tighter 
oil supplies and improving 
economic conditions in the 
U.S. 

The price of oil ended the 
week lower than it began, 
despite a surge of trading 
that temporarily pushed 
crude above $100 at mid¬ 
week for the first time since 
July. On Friday benchmark 
crude fell $1.41 to finish at 
$97.41 per barrel in New 
York, in light trading ahead 
of the Thanksgiving (Nov. 
24) holiday week. 

The sharp price fluctuations 
in oil will ripple through en¬ 
ergy markets, but analysts 
say the ups and downs this 
week probably won’t have 
much effect on retail gaso¬ 
line prices. 

Pump prices fell nearly a 
penny on Friday to a na¬ 
tional average of $3.38 per 
gallon (89 cents a liter), ac¬ 


cording to AAA, Wright Ex¬ 
press and Oil Price Informa¬ 
tion Service. 

A gallon of regular has 
lost 44 cents since hitting 
its 2011 peak near $4 per 
gallon in May. Analysts say 
prices could fall by another 
13 cents by the end of the 
year. 

For most of October and 
November, oil prices have 
soared on encouraging 
economic news in the U.S. 
and reports that crude sup¬ 
plies were dropping. 

The benchmark price 
jumped as high as $103.37 
on Wednesday, following 
an announcement by two 
Canadian pipeline compa¬ 
nies that they would bring 
oil from a key delivery point 
in Cushing, Okla., to the 
Gulf Coast. That will reduce 
a glut of crude in the Mid¬ 
west that has weighed on 
benchmark prices this year. 
Prices plunged Thursday as 
borrowing rates jumped in 
Europe and investors wor¬ 
ried that slowing eurozone 
economies would reduce 
demand for oil. 


Analysts say the dust is 
still settling from the rapid 
swings in oil prices this week. 
“The market is just wobbly 
right now,” independent 
analyst and trader Stephen 
Schork said. 

On Friday the headlines 
about the world economy 
were mostly positive. Greek 
leaders predicted that the 
country’s massive budget 
deficit will fall sharply next 
year, with the help of bail¬ 
outs and other debt relief. 
In the U.S. a gauge of eco¬ 
nomic indicators showed 
solid growth in October, 
and a stronger economy 
means rising demand for 
oil. 

In other energy trading, 
heating oil fell 5.07 cents to 
finish at $3.0325 per gallon, 
while gasoline futures fell 
2.87 cents to end at $2.4784 
per gallon. Natural gas 
dropped 9.4 cents to finish 
at $3.3160 per 1,000 cubic 
feet. 

Brent crude gave up 69 
cents to end the week 
at $107.40 per barrel in 
London. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Astound 

6 Out of town 

10 Group of 
actors 

14 Nitwit 

15 “A _ of Two 
Cities” 

16 Reason to 
bathe 

17 Arrogance 

18 Individuals 

19 Actor’s part 

20 Residue at the 
bottom of a 
liquid 

22 Lightweight 
cotton fabric 

24 Teacher’s 
helper 

25 Visitors 

26 Engaged in 
swordplay 

29 Wild indulgent 
spree 

30 Gorilla 

31 One-_: 
unilateral 

33 Posed a query 

37 Bleachers level 

39 Excited; avid 

41 Beget children 

42 Threaded 
fastener 

44 More unusual 

46 Victory 

47 Late Bishop 
Fulton J. _ 

49 Fundamentals 

51 Stephen and 
Jodie 

54 One of the girls 
in little 
Women” 

55 Chant 

56 Flesitated; 
wavered 

60 _ miss; close 
call 

61 Baby’s bed 

63 Slender & frail 

64 Roy Rogers 
and _ Evans 

65 Melody 

66 Saying 

67 Snow vehicle 

68 Observes 

69 Funeral blazes 
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DOWN 

1 Guitar sound 
boosters, for 
short 

2 Oliver’s request 

3 Extremely dry 

4 Astrology chart 

5 Opponents 

6 Do penance 

7 Desire 

8 Frothy drink 

9 Toady 

10 Like a portable 
phone 

11 Venerate 

12 _ energy; 
sun’s power 

13 Lock of hair 

21 Liz’s Fisher 

23 Seaweed 

25 Apple drink 

26 Mr. Domino 

27 Classic story 

28 _-do-well; 
loser 

29 Started 

32 Shows courage 

34 New Zealand 
bird 


35 News journalist 
_ Sevareid 

36 Flideaways 
38 Refurbished 
40 Refuse to obey 
43 At what time? 
45 Shabby hovel 
48 Builds 

50 Actress Ally _ 


51 Locates 

52 Ryan or Tatum 

53 No longer fresh 

54 in Toyland” 

56 Not coarse 

57 Raise, as kids 

58 Border 

59 Recolors 
62 Regret 
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Today In History 


The Associated Press 
Today is Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 19, the 323rd day of 
2011. There are 42 days left 
in the year. 

Highlights in history on this 
date: 

1794 - The United States 
and Britain sign the Jay 
Treaty, which resolves is¬ 
sues left over from the Rev¬ 
olutionary War. 

1807 - France invades Por¬ 
tugal. 

1863 - U.S. President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln delivers the 
Gettysburg address as he 
dedicates a national cem¬ 
etery at the site of the Civil 
War battlefield in Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

1899 - Sir Reginald Wingate, 
British general and adminis¬ 
trator, kills Khalifa of Sudan 
on the White Nile during the 
British reconquest of Sudan. 
1919 - The U.S. Senate re¬ 
jects the Treaty of Versailles. 
1924 - Sir Lee Stack, British 
governor of Sudan, is slain 
in Cairo, Egypt. 

1942 - Soviet troops coun¬ 
terattack at Stalingrad and 
surround German troops in 
World War 11. 

1957 - Thirty-one Cuban 
nationals about to sail for 
Cuba in a yacht loaded 
with arms, medical supplies 
and uniforms, for Fidel Cas¬ 
tro's rebel forces, are ar¬ 
rested by U.S. agents. 

1961 - About 4,900 Algerian 
rebels in French prisons end 
a 19-day hunger strike after 
receiving assurances they 
will be treated as political 
prisoners. 

1969 - Apollo 12 astronauts 
Charles Conrad and Alan 
Bean make man's second 
landing on the moon. 

1973 - The Cambodian 
presidential palace in 
Phnom Penh is bombed by 
a lone military pilot, killing 
three people and wound¬ 
ing 10. President Lon Nol, 
a target of the raid, is not 
injured. 

1977 - Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat arrives in Isra¬ 
el on his first peace mission 
to that nation and receives 
a warm welcome from 
principal political leaders. 

1979 - Muslim militants seize 
Islam’s holiest shrine in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and 
are later driven out. 

1980 - A plane carrying 120 



Today is Jodie Foster’s 
birthday 


Cuban refugees arrives in 
Miami as an airlift of refu¬ 
gees from Havana begins. 
The new arrivals are among 
600 Cubans stranded at 
the port of Mariel after the 
Cuban government closed 
the port and ended the 
boatlift of refugees to the 
United States in September. 
1985 - U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev meet 
for the first time at a summit 
in Geneva. 

1990 - Nepal adopts a new 
constitution, creating a 
democratic government, 
five months after a popular 
revolt reduces the all-pow¬ 
erful king to a constitutional 
monarch. 

1992 - In a big concession 
to the South African gov¬ 
ernment, the ANC offers 
whites a guaranteed share 
of power in negotiations on 
a new constitution. 

1994 - Israeli troops kill four 
Arabs, as hundreds of Mus¬ 
lim militants throw stones 
and burn tires in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, to 
protest a crackdown by 
Palestinian police. 

1995 - A suicide bomber 
rams his explosive-packed 
truck into the Egyptian Em¬ 


bassy in Islamabad, Paki¬ 
stan, killing 15 people. 

1996 - Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro and Pope John Paul 
II meet in a historic first en¬ 
counter in Rome. 

1998 - The impeachment 
inquiry against U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton opens with 
testimony by Independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr, 
who accuses the president 
of perjury and obstructing 
justice. 

1999 - U.S. Congress votes 
to pay $926 million in back 
dues to the United Nations 
to keep the United States 
from losing the right to vote 
in the General Assembly. 

2000 - Thousands of Span¬ 
iards, from skinheads to 
women in fur coats, flock to 
the tomb of General Fran¬ 
cisco Franco in Valle de 
los Caidos to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the dicta¬ 
tor’s death. 

2002 - An oil tanker carrying 
20 million gallons of fuel oil 
breaks in two and sinks in 
the Atlantic Ocean, threat¬ 
ening a spill nearly twice as 
big as the Exxon Valdez’s 
and an environmental ca¬ 
tastrophe along the Span¬ 
ish coastline. 

Today's Birthdays: 

Ferdinand de Lesseps, 
French builder of Suez 
Canal (1805-1894); Indira 
Gandhi, Indian prime min¬ 
ister (1917-1984); Calvin 
Klein, U.S. clothing designer 
(1942-); Jodie Foster, U.S. 
actress (1962-); Larry King, 
U.S. talk show host (1933-); 
Ted Turner, U.S. media mo¬ 
gul (1938-); Allison Janney, 
U.S. actress (I960-); Savion 
Glover, U.S. dancer/chore¬ 
ographer (1973-). 

Thought For Today: 

It is always brave to say 
what everyone thinks — 
George Duhamel, French 
author (1884-1966).□ 
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Science panel: Get ready for extreme weather 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Top 

international climate sci¬ 
entists and disaster experts 
meeting in Africa had a 
sharp message Friday for 
the world's political leaders: 
Get ready for more danger¬ 
ous and “unprecedented 
extreme weather” caused 
by global warming. 

Making preparations, they 
say, will save lives and mon¬ 
ey. 

These experts fear that 
without preparedness, cra¬ 
zy weather extremes may 
overwhelm some locations, 
making some places unliv- 
able. 


The Nobel Prize-winning 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change issued 
a new special report on 
global warming and ex¬ 
treme weather after meet¬ 
ing in Kampala, Uganda. 
This is the first time the 
group of scientists has fo¬ 
cused on the dangers of 
extreme weather events 
such as heat waves, floods, 
droughts and storms. “We 
need to be worried,” said 
one of the study's lead au¬ 
thors, Maarten van Aalst, 
director of the International 
Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Climate Centre in the Neth¬ 
erlands. “And our response 
needs to anticipate disas¬ 
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Maarten van Aalst, lead¬ 
ing climate specialist for the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent, 
speaks about how climate 
change will affect people and 
assets during the presentation 
of the Intergovernmental Pan¬ 
el on Climate Change (IPCC) 
report at a press conference 
at the European headquarters 
of the United Nations in Gene¬ 
va, Switzerland, in this April 11, 
2007 file photo. 

Associated Press 

ters and reduce risk before 
they happen rather than 
wait until after they happen 
and clean up afterward. ... 
Risk has already increased 
dramatically.” 


The report said “a chang¬ 
ing climate leads to 
changes in the frequen¬ 
cy, intensity, spatial ex¬ 
tent, duration, and timing 
of extreme weather and 
climate events, and can 
result in unprecedented 
extreme weather and cli¬ 
mate events.” And it said 
that some — but not all — 
of these extreme events 
are caused by the increase 
of man-made greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere. 
“We face many challeng¬ 
es in the future,” another 
study lead author, Chris 
Field of Stanford University, 
said in a news conference. 
Those include floods, 
drought, storms, and heat 
waves. Field said scientists 
aren't quite sure which will 
be the biggest threat to 
the world because disas¬ 
ters are weather extremes 
interacting with econom¬ 
ics and where people 
live. Society's vulnerability 
to natural disasters, aside 
from climate, has also in¬ 
creased, he said. 

Field told The Associated 
Press in an interview that 
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“it's clear that losses from 
disasters are increasing. 
And in terms of deaths, 
“more than 95 percent of 
fatalities from the 1970s to 
the present have been in 
developing countries,” he 
said. Losses are already 
high, running at as much 
as $200 billion a year, said 
Michael Oppenheimer 
of Princeton University, a 
study author. 

“Global warming is increas¬ 
ing the risk of disaster and 
already makes dealing 
with several types of disas¬ 
ter, like heat waves, more 
difficult. 

Science has progressed 
so much in the last several 
years that scientists can 
now attribute the increase 
in many of these types of 
extreme weather events 
to global warming with in¬ 
creased confidence, said 
study author Thomas Stock¬ 
er at the University of Bern. 
Scientists were able to 
weigh their confidence of 
predictions of future cli¬ 
mate disasters and heat 
waves were the most ob¬ 
vious. The report said it is 
“virtually certain” that heat 
waves are getting worse, 
longer and hotter, while 
cold spells are easing. 

What that means is the 
nasty heat wave that used 
to happen once every 20 
years by mid-century will 
be once every five years 
and by the end of the cen¬ 
tury will be an every other 
year scorcher. Field and 
Stocker said. □ 
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Regis Philbin makes exit 
from morning television 



Regis Philbin appears on his farewell episode of “Live! with Regis 
and Kelly”, in New York, Friday, Nov. 18, 2011. He gained prime¬ 
time fame as host of “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” a decade 
ago. But his enduring impact was as a morning show host, turning 
stories about something as simple as a dinner out on the town 
into compelling viewing. 

Associated Press 


Pockriss, 
writer of 
‘Itsy BItsy’ 
bikini song, 
dies 

STEPHEN SINGER 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Paul Vance 
remembers calling his friend 
and fellaw sangwriter Lee 
Pockriss more than 50 years 
ago to share the lyrics of 
a song he had just written: 
“Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie 
Yellow Polka Dot Bikini." 
“Lee, I said, I have an idea,” 
Vance recalled Friday. “He 
went crazy. By the time he 
gat to my office he had 
90 percent cf the tune 
written." 

The song, recorded by 
16-year-old teen idol Brian 
Hyland, surged ta Na. 1 
on the Billboard charts in 
1960 and has been a pop 
culture staple ever since. 
Pockriss, who wrote other 
hit songs for a youthful post- 
World War II generation, 
died this week after a long 
illness. He was 87. 

His wife, Sonja Packriss, 
canfirmed his death on 
Friday. She said he died at 
home Tuesday. 

“Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie 
Yellow Polka Dot Bikini" — 
about a shy young woman 
in a skimpy bathing suit 
— has been used in such 
movies as “Sister Act 2" and 
“Revenge of the Nerds II." 
Pockriss, who also worked 
in musical theater, ca- 
wrate several sangs with 
Vance, including “Catch a 
Falling Star" in 1957. 





This undated photo provided 
by Sonja Pockriss shows her 
husband Lee Pockriss, who 
died Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2011, 
at the age of 87 at his home 
in Bridgewater, Conn. Associ¬ 
ated Press 

Vance, 82, said Packriss did 
an excellent jab on their 
collaborations. 

“He was a very talented 
campaser, a great 
campaser, the apposite 
of me," he told The 
Associated Press on Friday. 
“He knew music inside out. 

I don’t know one note of 
music." 

Vance was erroneously 
reported as dead five years 
ago because at the death 
at Flarida man who had 
falsely claimed to have 
written “Itsy Bitsy” under the 
name Paul Vance. 

Vance said Pockriss also 
worked in musical theater 
and wrote the music for 
the 1963 Broadway show 
“Tovarich,” for which Vivien 
Leigh won the Tony Award 
far best actress in a musical. 
Packriss was born in New 
York in 1924, his wife said. He 
served as a cryptagrapher, 
writing in cade ta guide 
Army Air Force planes 
over the Pacific during 
World War II. He studied 
musicology at New York 
University.G 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Regis 
Philbin couldn’t leave with¬ 
out a joke. 

Signing off from morning 
television after more than 
28 years, he brought to a 
close his final hour hosting 
“Live! With Regis and Kelly” 
by telling viewers, “I’ll al¬ 
ways remember spending 
these marnings with all of 
you." 

Then, as the studio audi¬ 
ence’s ovation subsided 
after the program’s fade- 
out, he voiced a kidding 
postscript to that crowd in 
attendance. 

“I just thcught cf something 
I SHOULD have said," he 
quipped, “I really want tc 
stay!" 

Nc such luck. 


Philbin, who at 80 years 
old has logged more than 
16,000 hours on television in 
a career that dates back 
to the 1950s, was making 
good on his decision to 
leave the daily TV grind, an 
announcement he deliv¬ 
ered on his show last Janu¬ 
ary. And Friday’s tribute — 
concluding weeks of Phil¬ 
bin farewell mania — was 
goad far instant TV histcry, 
bath on- and off-the-air. 
The show had opened with 
cameras following Philbin’s 
walk from his dressing room 
to the stage, knocking on 
Kelly Ripa’s door along the 
way. 

“I love you," she said softly 
as they stepped before the 
cameras. 

Then Philbin barked cut 
the questicn his fans have 


been asking for months. 
“Where’s Regis going?” he 
erupted with a shrug. “Re¬ 
gis don’t know. Stop asking 
me!” 

During the hour, past guests 
such as Justin Timberlake 
and Anne Hathaway of¬ 
fered brief filmed tributes. 
The show was otherwise 
devoted to emotion-filled 
clip sequences of high jinks 
with Ripa, and such stars as 
Dana Carvey and Ben Af¬ 
fleck demonstrating their 
Regis impersonations. 
Philbin’s parting gifts includ¬ 
ed a key and a plaque. 
New York City Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg paid 
a visit tc thank Philbin for 
making the city a big part 
cf his show, and presented 
him with a symbolic key. 
Walt Disney Cc. chief ex¬ 
ecutive Bcb Iger showed 
a plaque honoring Philbin 
that’s newly installed on 
the outside of ABC’s Man¬ 
hattan facility from which 
the show originates. 

But the morning’s festivities 
had started an hour be¬ 
fore the 9 a.m. EST airtime 
with a ccffee-and-pastries 
reception for the studio 
audience. This was a hand¬ 
picked — and seating- 
chart-arranged — group 
of family, friends, past and 
present colleagues, and 
celebrities including Diane 
Sawyer, Bryant Gumbel, 
Donald Trump, Meredith 
Vieira, Tcny Danza, Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer and Ripa’s cc- 
host predecessor, Kathie 
Lee Gifford.Q 


Review: MJ book thankfully focuses on the music 


MIKE HOUSEHOLDER 
Associated Press 

“Man in the Music: The 
Creative Life and Work of 
Michael Jackson” (Sterling 
Publishing), by Joseph Vo¬ 
gel: We get it already: Mi¬ 
chael Jackscn was kind of 
a weird dude. 

In the weeks, months and 
now years since the music 
iccn’s death, news con¬ 
sumers across the globe 
have been inundated with 
examinations of Jackson’s 
life. And frankly, too much 


of it has focused on the 
sensational aspects of his 
50 years on Earth. 

Luckily, for those of us who 
prefer to remember Jack- 
son as a once-in-a-genera- 
tion entertainer and the un¬ 
disputed King of Pop and 
not so much for his some¬ 
times peculiar persanal 
choices, we have Jaseph 
Vogel in our corner. 

Vogel, who writes about 
popular culture, music and 
politics for The Huffington 
Post and teaches at the 


University af Rachester, has 
written a book that focuses 
solely on Jackson’s cre¬ 
ative output. 

“Man in the Music” is thank¬ 
fully all about just that—the 
music. And it’s really good. 
Vogel takes the reader 
album-by-album, song-by- 
sang and examines in ex¬ 
haustive detail haw Jack- 
san praduced a lifetime’s 
worth of music that be¬ 
came a soundtrack to the 
lives of millions. 

Jackson’s Motown years. 


including his work with The 
Jackson 5, isn’t covered in 
“Man in the Music,” which 
focuses on the singer’s solo 
work, beginning with 1979’s 
mega-selling “Off the Wall” 
all the way through “Invin¬ 
cible” in 2001. 

Vogel, relying on news ar¬ 
chives, Jackscn’s words 
and interviews with those 
who collaborated on the 
albums, apens the doar ta 
the studio and provides an 
in-depth picture of the art¬ 
ist’s creative process. □ 
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Winehouse wrote 
full third album, 
planned supergroup 


MESFIN FEKADU 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Amy 

Winehouse had written all 
the songs that were to ap¬ 
pear on her third album. 
She even picked out song 
titles. 

But music producer Salaam 
Remi said the soul singer, 
who died over the summer, 
was not rushing to release 
that new material, instead 
planning to drop a jazz 
album first with a “super¬ 
group” including ?uestlove 
of the Roots. 

“She had written down 
everything she wanted to 
do,” Remi said Tuesday. 
Only two of the tracks Wine¬ 
house wrote were recorded 
and appear on her compi¬ 
lation album, “Lioness: Hid¬ 
den Treasures,” out Dec. 5 
in the United Kingdom, and 
a day later in America. 
Winehouse died from ac¬ 
cidental alcohol poisoning 
at age 27. Her body was 
found at her London home 
July 23. 

Remi, who worked on the 
singer’s two albums, “Frank” 
and “Back to Black,” pro¬ 
duced most of the upcom¬ 


ing CD, saying Winehouse 
was a perfectionist when it 
came to composing music. 
“She was taking her time 
with it, and at the end of 
the day all of her songs 
are somewhat autobio¬ 
graphical, so she had to 
live through something, 
then get out of it and then 
look back at it to be able to 
write about it,” he said. 
“Who knows what will hap¬ 
pen in the future with that,” 
he said of the songs she 
penned. 

Remi held a press listening 
for “Lioness” on Tuesday. 
The 12-track set features 
covers and stripped-sound¬ 
ing versions of released 
Winehouse songs, with 
some completed in one 
take. 

Before her third album 
would come out, Remi 
said, Winehouse wanted to 
record with Roots drummer 
?uestlove and saxophone 
player Soweta Kinch. 

“There were a bunch of 
other names bouncing 
around,” Remi said. 
?uestlove did make the 
new album, though. He 
appears on the track “Half 
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This image provided by Universai Repubiic Records shows art¬ 
work for Amy Winehouse’s posthumous compilation album titled 
“Lioness: Hidden Treasures.” The album is expected to be re¬ 
leased on Dec. 5, 2011. 


Time.” 

There’s also a song by an 
18-year-old Winehouse, 
another about her ex-hus¬ 
band’s infidelity and “Best 
Friend,” which opens with 
the line: “I can’t wait to get 
away from you.” 

Remi has produced for the 
Fuguees, Nas, Jazmine Sul¬ 
livan and Nelly Furtado. He 
produced the song “Block 
Party” from TLC member 
Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes, and 
Winehouse sought him out 


Associated Press 

after hearing the track. 
Remi says that Winehouse 
usually wrote songs while 
playing the guitar and that 
the new album sounds just 
as good as her critically ac¬ 
claimed predecessors. 

He also said he wanted to 
release new material from 
the late singer before oth¬ 
ers did so. 

“Before somebody comes 
up with some weird song 
.... this is what it really is,” he 
said. “This is the quality.”Q 
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Liam 

Neeson to 
narrate ‘War of 
the Worlds’ 
musical 

LONDON (AP) — 

Liam Neeson is to have 
an out-of-body experi¬ 
ence in an out-of-this 
world tale. 

The actor is slated to 
narrate a touring musi¬ 
cal version of “War of 
the Worlds,” appearing 
onstage as a hologram. 
The musical is adapted 
from composer Jeff 
Wayne’s 1978 album, 
which featured the late 
Richard Burton narrat¬ 
ing the tale of a Martian 
invasion based on H.G. 
Wells’ novel. 

Wayne plans to release 
a new version with up¬ 
dated music next year, 
followed by a British 
arena tour starting in 
December 2012. 

Neeson said Friday he 
was flattered to be of¬ 
fered the role, because 
“I loved Richard Burton 
and I loved his voice.” 
— but said he wouldn’t 
be imitating the Welsh 
star’s tones. 

He said “I had to put 
that aside and focus on 
the text.”a 


Hemingway continues anti-suicide effort with role 


JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mariel 
Hemingway says her great¬ 
est mission in life is to survive 
a family with a suicidal his¬ 
tory. 

For the past decade, the 
actress has been busy pro¬ 
moting suicide awareness 
and speaking on how life¬ 
style choices can affect 
mental well-being. She’ll 
do just about anything to 
prevent a suicide. That’s 
why her appearance in the 
cult film sensation “Archie’s 
Final Project” — formerly 
known as “My Suicide” — 
comes as no surprise. 
“There’s been at least sev¬ 
en suicides in my family, so 
obviously appearing in the 
film had great significance 
for me,” Hemingway said in 
a recent interview. 

Her older sister, Margaux, 
and famed novelist grand- 



In this March 22, 2011 file pho¬ 
to, actress Mariel Hemingway 
arrives at the premiere of the 
HBO documentary film “His 
Way,” about movie producer 
Jerry Weintraub, in Los Ange¬ 
les. 

Associated Press 

father, Ernest, are among 
her losses. While Heming¬ 
way attributes their deaths 
partly to chemical imbal¬ 
ance, she blames them 


mostly on lifestyle choices. 
“Creative families such as 
the Hemingway’s tend to 
have substance abuse, 
they tend to have depres¬ 
sion, and all kinds of things,” 
Hemingway said. But she 
added, “There are lifestyle 
choices you can make that 
can at least lessen the se¬ 
verity.” 

As for the film, “Archie’s 
Final Project” deals with 
teen suicide though the 
irreverent lens of a disen¬ 
franchised high school stu¬ 
dent. Rather than present¬ 
ing it as a drama, the film 
takes a cheeky, comedic 
approach. But underneath 
those laughs lies a serious 
film that attempts to raise 
awareness. 

And it’s succeeding. 
Through social media, the 
film has prompted a na¬ 
tional conversation about 
the signs of teen suicide 


and how to deal with them, 
including the lamAnArchie 
awareness and prevention 
campaign. 

Directed and co-written by 
David Lee Miller, the film 
tells the story of Archibald 
Williams (Gabriel Sunday), 
who announces that his fi¬ 
nal school video project will 
be filming his own suicide. 
Before long, Archie cap¬ 
tures more attention than 
he could have ever imag¬ 
ined. 

Through cynical dialogue, 
Archie recounts the rather 
clueless suicide interven¬ 
tions he receives, including 
a guidance counselor who 
thinks a lollipop can fix the 
problem. 

Hemingway feels it’s impor¬ 
tant to tackle the subject 
this way, especially when 
given its teenage audi¬ 
ence. 

“Because there’s a lack of a 


sense of future when you’re 
that age, there seems to be 
this very dramatic response 
that life doesn’t seem to 
make sense,” Hemingway 
said. 

Recently, there’s been in¬ 
creased attention paid to 
teenage abuse problems, 
including an anti-bullying 
campaign featuring celeb¬ 
rities and athletes. “Archie’s 
Final Project” sets out to de¬ 
liver the same message, but 
with a different tone. 

The film’s snappy dialogue, 
animation, and quick cuts 
may be regarded by some 
as unconventional, yet it 
speaks fluently to its target 
audience. Conceivably, 
every teenager could be 
Archie, just as everyone 
can know an Archie. 

The 26-year old Sunday, 
who also co-wrote and ed¬ 
ited the film, plays the title 
character. □ 
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The technocratic nightmare 



Failure is good 



DAVID BROOKS© 2011 New 
York Times 


During the first half of the 
1990s, I lived in Brussels and 
wrote about the European 
Union, among other subjects, 
for The Wall Street Journal. This 
was the heyday of European 
integration. Helmut Kohl, Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand and Jacques 
Delors were in power, nego¬ 
tiating the Maastricht Treaty 
and organizing the common 
currency. 

There was a lot of excitement 
among the civil servants who 
saw themselves as the archi¬ 
tects of a new Europe. But 
there were some oddities. 

The European leaders would 
come together for o summit 
and issue o joint communique. 
But then if you sampled the 
coverage in each country, 
you felt os though you were 
reading about 12 entirely dif¬ 
ferent events. 

Europe was unifying legolisti- 
colly and economically, but 
there was no common lan¬ 
guage or common conversa¬ 
tion. At one meeting, leaders 
embraced “federalism,” but 
that word meant one thing 
in Britain and another thing in 
Germany. 

Then there was the elitism. Off 
the record, Europe’s techno¬ 
crats would soy the most bla¬ 
tantly condescending things: 
History had taught them that 
Europe’s peoples were not to 
be trusted and government 
should be run from the top by 
people like themselves. 

As o consequence, European 
integration was opaque and 
consisted of o long series of 
complicated fudges. When 
the EU leaders were com¬ 
pelled to seek popular ap¬ 
proval to get the Maastricht 
Treaty ratified, they sponsored 
a forlorn roily in o Brussels 
pork. There were EU flogs and 
booths and speakers. But the 
crowd was bored and sparse. 
At one point, everyone was 
asked to sing the new Euro¬ 
pean notional anthem to the 
tune of “Ode to Joy.” Dead 
silence. No one knew the new 
words that hod been written 
to go with that masterpiece. 
The EU is on attempt to build 
on economic and legal su¬ 
perstructure without o linguis¬ 
tic, cultural, historic and civic 
base. It was the final of the 
post-World War II efforts - the 


United Nations was among 
the first - to build governments 
that were transnational, pas¬ 
sionless and safe. 

Over the 17 years since I left 
Brussels, I’ve been impressed 
and surprised that they could 
keep the EU together. The 
desire for a unified Europe is 
strong, at least among the 
leadership class and those 
over 60. 

But now the inherent flaws 
ore undermining the project. 
The nations of Europe hove 
been running different kinds 
of economies and different 
kinds of democracies, reflect¬ 
ing their diverse histories, val¬ 
ues and cultures. If you jam 
diverse economic cultures 
into o single currency, you’re 
bound to get on explosion. 

At this moment of crisis, it is 
obvious how little moral soli¬ 
darity undergirds the Europe¬ 
an pseudostate. Americans 
in Oregon ore barely aware 
when their tax dollars go to 
Americans in Arizona. We ore 
one people with one shared 
destiny. West Germans were 
willing to pay enormous sub¬ 
sidies to build the former East 
Germany. They, too, ore one 
people. But that shared iden¬ 
tity doesn’t exist between 
Germans and Greeks, or 
even between French and 
Germans. It was easy to be 
European when it didn’t cost 
anything. When sacrifices ore 
necessary, the European iden¬ 
tity dissolves away. The mess 
threatens to bring down the 
European project and Euro¬ 
pean economies. It threatens 
to send the world into another 
global recession. (At this point. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel has 
more influence over President 
Barack Obama’s re-election 
chances than Obomo himself 
does.) On a superficial level, 
the fault lies with the current 
European leadership, their ad¬ 
diction to inadequate patch¬ 
es and fudges. But the real 
problems emerge from the 
technocratic mindset, from 
the arrogant gray men who 
believe they con engineer 
society, oblivious to history, 
language, culture, values and 
place. 

And the final curse is that while 
building Europe in this way was 
o mistake, Europeans cannot 
now simply reverse course. If 
the euro were immediately 
dissolved, the Deutschmark 
would surge, nearly every oth¬ 
er currency would plummet, 
and the imbalances would 
create o global catastrophe. 
In the short term, the Europe¬ 
an Central Bonk, the stable 
European nations and even 
the U.S. will hove to take ex¬ 
tremely big and painful action 
to stabilize the situation. But, 
otter that, it’ll be o time for 
chostening.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

It’s o bird! It’s o plane! It’s o 
complete turkey! It’s the su¬ 
percommittee! 

By next Wednesday, the so- 
called supercommittee, o bi¬ 
partisan group of legislators, is 
supposed to reach on agree¬ 
ment on how to reduce future 
deficits. Barring on evil miracle 
- I’ll explain the evil port loter- 
the committee will foil to meet 
that deadline. 

If this news surprises you, you 
haven’t been paying atten¬ 
tion. If it depresses you, cheer 
up: In this cose, failure is good. 
Why was the supercommittee 
doomed to foil? Mainly be¬ 
cause the gulf between our 
two major political parties is so 
wide. Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats don’t just hove different 
priorities; they live in different 
intellectual and moral uni¬ 
verses. In Democrat-world, up 
is up and down is down. Rais¬ 
ing taxes increases revenue, 
and cutting spending while 
the economy is still depressed 
reduces employment. But in 
Republican-world, down is up. 
The way to increase revenue 
is to cut taxes on corporations 
and the wealthy, and slash¬ 


ing government spending is o 
job-creation strategy. Try get¬ 
ting o leading Republican to 
admit that the Bush tax cuts 
increased the deficit or that 
sharp cuts in government 
spending (except on the mili¬ 
tary) would hurt the economic 
recovery. Moreover, the par¬ 
ties hove sharply different 
views of what constitutes eco¬ 
nomic justice. 

Democrats see social insur¬ 
ance programs, from Social 
Security to food stamps, os 
serving the moral imperative 
of providing basic security to 
our fellow citizens and helping 
those in need. 

Republicans hove o totally 
different view. They may soft- 
pedal that view in public - in 
lost year’s elections, they even 
managed to pose os defend¬ 
ers of Medicare - but, in pri¬ 
vate, they view the welfare 
state os immoral, o matter of 
forcing citizens at gunpoint to 
hand their money over to oth¬ 
er people. By creating Social 
Security, declared Rick Perry 
in his book “Fed Up!”, FDR was 
“violently tossing aside any re¬ 
spect for our founding princi¬ 
ples.” Does anyone doubt that 
he was speaking for many in 
his party? So the supercommit¬ 
tee brought together legisla¬ 
tors who disagree completely 
both about how the world 
works and about the proper 
role of government. Why did 
anyone think this would work? 
Well, maybe the idea was that 
the parties would compromise 
out of fear that there would be 
o political price for seeming in¬ 
transigent. But this could only 
happen if the news medio 


were willing to point out who is 
really refusing to compromise. 
And they aren’t. If and when 
the supercommittee foils, virtu¬ 
ally oil news reports will be he- 
soid, she-soid, quoting Demo¬ 
crats who blame Republicans 
and vice verso without ever 
explaining the truth. 

Oh, and let me give o special 
shout-out to “centrist” pundits 
who won’t admit that Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obomo has al¬ 
ready given them what they 
want. The dialogue seems to 
go like this. Pundit: “Why won’t 
the president come out for o 
mix of spending cuts and tax 
hikes?” Obomo: “I support o 
mix of spending cuts and tax 
hikes.” Pundit: “Why won’t 
the president come out for o 
mix of spending cuts and tax 
hikes?” You see, admitting 
that one side is willing to moke 
concessions, while the other 
isn’t, would tarnish one’s cen¬ 
trist credentials. And the result 
is that the GOP pays no price 
for refusing to give on inch. 

So the supercommittee will foil 
- and that’s good. 

For one thing, history tells us 
that the Republican Party 
would renege on its side of 
any deal os soon os it got 
the chance. Remember, the 
U.S. fiscal outlook was pretty 
good in 2000, but, os soon as 
Republicans gained control of 
the White House, they squan¬ 
dered the surplus on tax cuts 
and unfunded wars. So any 
deal reached now would, in 
practice, be nothing more 
than o deal to slosh Social 
Security and Medicare, with 
no lasting improvement in the 
deficit.Q 
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In feline agility events, the biggest obstacie is the cat 



Anthony Hutcherson, who raises Bengal cats and trains them in agility in his backyard, trains one 
of his cats to jump for a toy outside his home in Aquasco, Md. The two major organizations for cat 
lovers, the International Cat Association and the Cat Fanciers’ Association, are holding their annual 
cat shows Nov. 19 and 20, one in New York City and the other in Indianapolis, at which any cat can 
partake in the agility event while the pedigreed cats are being judged. 

(Doug AAills/The New York Times) 



Shirley Piper works with one of the Bengal cats she is training in feline agility at her home in River¬ 
side, Calif., Nov. 15, 2011. 

(Monica Almeida/The New York Times) 


JENNIFER A. KINGSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

It is a sport in which the 
contestants sometimes lie 
down in the middle of the 
field, unmotivated and be¬ 
mused. 

Feline agility competitions, 
in which cats run through a 
miniature obstacle course 
full of hurdles and tunnels, 
have become fixtures on 
the cat show scene. Mod¬ 
eled after canine agility 
competitions, the tourna¬ 
ments feature a ring in 
which cat owners - some 
of whom have trained 
their pets from kiffenhood - 
brandish a feather or spar- 
kly wand to try to coax a 
cat to climb stairs, weave 
around poles and leap 
through hoops in as little 
time as possible. 

Some cats tear through the 
course in seconds. Others 
make it clear to the eager 
onlookers that they could 
not care less. 

“You have to get the cat 
to focus on the toy," said 
Anthony Hutcherson, who 
raises Bengal cats in Port 
Tobacco, Md., and whose 
oldest cat, Justin, has run 
the course in nine seconds. 
“Cats will pretty much 
chase a feather on a string 
anywhere.” 

This weekend the two ma¬ 
jor organizations for caf lov¬ 
ers - fhe Internafional Caf 
Associafion and the Cat 
Fanciers’ Association - are 
holding their annual cat 
shows, one in New York City 
and the other in Indianap¬ 
olis. At both events, any cat 
registered at the show can 
partake in the agility event 
while the pedigreed cats 
are being judged. 

Most people send their cats 
into the ring cold, where 
they often get spooked by 
the crowds and unfamiliar 
setting. But others train their 
cats - usually with a regi¬ 
men of kibbles, praise and 
neck rubs - and find that 
they will do tricks, albeit on 
their own terms. 

“They have to do all 10 
obstacles, in order, coun¬ 
terclockwise, with no mis¬ 
takes,” said Jill Archibald, 
agility coordinator for the 
Cat Fanciers’ Association, 
who will be the ringmaster 
in Indianapolis. 

Archibald, a retired physi¬ 


cal education teacher 
from Freehold Township, 
N.J., has posted a series of 
online videos abouf how to 
train your cat. She also has 
built her own 20-foot-by-30- 
foot agility ring, which she 
drives from one cat show 
to the next. She made the 
obstacles herself, including 
jumps and hoops, because 
the only ones sold commer¬ 
cially are meant for dogs, 
and thus too large. 

About 30 percent of fhe 
cafs finish fhe course in fhe 
allotted 4 1/2 minufes, said 
Russell E. Reimer, a ringmas¬ 
ter in Mesa, Ariz. “Most of 
them have a hard time with 
the weave poles,” he said. 


“The tunnels, the steps, the 
hurdles are no problem.” 
Under the Cat Fanciers’ As¬ 
sociation’s rules, which dif¬ 
fer from those of fhe Inter¬ 
national Cat Association, a 
cat is awarded 15 points for 
each obstacle it navigates 
successfully, Reimer said. 
But is it the cat’s own work 
ethic or its training regimen 
- nature or nurture - that 
makes an agility cham¬ 
pion? “I think it’s more the 
personality of the cat," 
said Reimer, who breeds 
Burmese. “There are some 
Maine coons that won’t 
do anything in there, and 
there are others that'll tear 
the course to shreds. The 


same with the Abyssinians.” 
He once had an Abyssin¬ 
ian kitten named Twink 
that was a real natural. “All 
you had to do was wave 
a wand at her to get her 
started, and she would 
stop at the weave poles to 
wait for me to catch up,” 
Reimer recalled. “The fast¬ 
est time for Twink was sev¬ 
en seconds - she was that 
fast.” Feline agility got start¬ 
ed about a decade ago 
when two couples who 
met on the cat show cir¬ 
cuit went out to dinner and 
started talking about the 
tricks their cats did. They 
modified some dog agil¬ 
ity obstacles and showed 


them to their cats; from 
there, a group called Inter¬ 
national Cat Agility Tourna¬ 
ments - or ICAT - was born. 
“When we first started it, 
everybody said, ‘Train a 
cat? Impossible!’” said Shir¬ 
ley Piper, one of fhe four 
founding members. 

She and her parfner, Kafhy 
Krysfa, live in Riverside, Ca¬ 
lif., with their 20 cats, which 
they train regularly, using 
toys and a system of taps. 
Some of their cats are so 
well trained that they will 
run an agility course on 
their own, with no feathers 
or other incentives. 

“The spectators don’t care 
about records and orga¬ 
nized running,” said Piper, 
who will serve as ringmas¬ 
ter at the Meet the Breeds 
show at the Javits Center 
in New York this weekend. 
“They just want to see a cat 
perform by itself.” 

As best anyone can re¬ 
member, agility competi¬ 
tions started popping up 
at cat shows around 2004, 
and scores have been kept 
sporadically. Occasionally 
there is some prize money, 
but more often a ribbon or 
small trophy is given. 

Twyla Mooner, a Bengal 
from Reston, Va., is consid¬ 
ered one of the greatest 
agility champions and will 
compete in Indianapolis 
this weekend. “She is all 
about speed,” said her 
owner, Lisa Maria Padilla. 
“There is not a whole lot of 
finesse and sfyle, but she 
burns through the course, 
and she is good for about 
two runs a day.” Most own¬ 
ers are not so lucky. Cat 
agility videos on YouTube 
show more bloopers than 
triumphs.“There are people 
there shaking a feather for 
what seems like an eternity, 
and the cat just looks at the 
person and says, ‘I don’t 
think so,’ ” said Hutcherson, 
the breeder in Maryland. 
Cat agility has not caught 
on quite as rapidly as its 
founders had hoped - and 
not, they insist, because it 
so often results in cat futility. 
The main problem is finan¬ 
cial: Most cat shows barely 
break even, and it is more 
lucrative to lease space in 
the show hall to vendors 
than to install an agility 
ring.Q 

















